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ne attached is the text/of the Note 
of the 28th July embodying the French decisions 
reported in our telegram Noe 754 concerning the 
passengers carried by the 'tpresidant Warfield". 


ea Ey 


Although the contents of this Note 
have been communicated to us officially, we are 
not supposed to possess the actual text as it is 


an internal. French documente 
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debe Cable, ESQe, 
Eastern Department, 


Foreign Office, S.Wele 


COMMUNIQUE 


— nnn 


Le communiqué suivant sera diffusé en frangais, 


en hébreu et en yiddisch, parmi les passagers de 1"Exodus 


1947". 


gais tient 4 faire savoir 


the Gouvernement fran 


aux immigrants qui se trouvaient a bord aé l'Exodus 1947" 


ndra pas @ descendre & terre, mais 


qu'il ne les contrai 
ile a tous les vyolontairese 


qu'il donnera as 
e débarquer sur 


entré eux qui décideront 4 
Les libertés que la 


Ceux a! 


le sol frangais, y jouiront de toutes 


France, terre traditionnelle d'accueil des réefugiés, et dont 


les citoyens ont toujours combattu pour la Liberté de la 


e & ceux qui cherchent asile sur 


personne humaine accord 


Fd 


son territoire. 


En méme temps, il sera poutvvu, dans la plus 


large mesure, & leurs besoins matériels. 


En conséquence, les yolontaires désirant débarquer 


sont invitém a se présenter aux fonctionnaires frangais 


chargés de surveiller le aébarquement". 
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mtion des Conventions 
Astratives et Sociales. 


A.S. Passagers de 
L “Exodus 1947".- 


A- A&A la suite de la Conférence interministérielle tenue le 24 
juillet 1947 chez Me SEGALAT, On presence de MM. BOURSICOT, Pierre 
TISSIER, Jean RAMADIER et BOUSQUET, les dispositions Suivantes qui ont 
pour objet de mettre en application la décision du Conseil des Ministres, 
ont ete prises: 

1° Les mesures nécessaires seront prises d'accord avec 
Lt aAmbassade de Grande-Bretagne pour que Les b&atiments britanniques 
énétrent & Port-de-Bouc le Mardi 29 juillet au petit jour de maniére 
evyiter dtattirer L'attention publique. Chaque pAtiment entrera_, : 
séparement , le b&timent suivant ne pénétrant dans le port qutaprés le 
débarquement yolontaire des passagers du premier b&timent. En gas de 
difficultes, si par exemple, des passagers de ce premier b&atiment 
refusaient de débarquer, la commission officielle dont les taches sont 
indiquées au paragraphe 4 Ci-aprés, aurait & prendre une décision sur 


place. oe r 


O 
2 - Chaque patiment de commerce britannique mouillera 
le long dtune bouee et a une certaine distance du qual. 


O , ° ° ° 
3-= Une commission officielle présidee par le prefet 


des Bouches-du-Rhéne et comprenant up représentant des Affaires 
ant de la 


Etrangéres, un représentant de L'Intérieur, un represent 
Marine Marchande, un representant de la Sante Publique, un representant 
tant du C.[.Re wn representant de 1'Entr'aide 


du CoLleCoRes ur represen L 
Frangaise, et M. Andre BLUMEL representant 1' ensemble des organisations 


israelites, sera constituee la veille de l'arrivee des patimentse 


M. TABDEI, représentant des Affaires Etrangéres recevra 


mission d'entrer personnellement en rapports avec le Consul Général 


de Grande-Bretagne 4 Marseille, lequel fera partie de la Commission, 


mais a titre d'observateur et uniquement pour faciliter les rapports 
de la dite commission avec les comnandants des batimentse 
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B- Dés l'arrivée du prepier patiment et aprés son acostage dans les 
conditions du paragraphe 2 —, la commission se transportera a bord. 


Bille fera donner connaissance du communique ci-joint en frangais, 
hebreu, en 


yiddisch. , Ce communique qui reprendré:certaines des 
dispositions de la aécision du Conseil des Ministres, met l'accent sur 
Lt accueil que la France, terre traditionnelle d'asile des Refugies est 
disposée & leur offrir. | 


tous les volontaires pour le 
la terre. 


9g Aprés lecture de ce communique 
débarquement seront mis en route vers 


oe 
a “ 


< ces volontaires recevront & terre l'agsistance sanitaire et 
alimentaire necessaire. Ils seront heberges pendant 24 heures 


Pport—de-Bouc , L'mntr'Aide Frangaise s'engageant a faire les avances 
afférentes pour-te paiement des frais a'hebergemente ~ Le financement 


\| des frais ulterieurs Pera l'objet d'une décision du président Ramadier. 
il r1 est possible que la Comnission préparatoire d¢ 1'0.TuRe decide 
\ Gtassumer tous les frais de l'accueil, Nos Délégues 4 cette Commission, 


N actuellement & Lausanne, agissent dans ce sense ; 
Ee- 


Qu 


: é issi ‘accord avec M. André 

- Jl appartiendra a la Commission, d'accor 
BLUMBL de Reaiaen, dés que faire se pourra, des lieux de ee 
destination des passagers de 1"Exodus" volontaires pour un se jou en 
France. Des trains seront tenus prétse 


a | résident Ramadier désirerait qu'aé la sujite a'une entente 
ae tie eeeae de Grande-Bretagne 4 Paris, les na@vires anglais ee 
d'tescorte fussent invites par l'Ambagsade de i ore Cavarte agian So a ce 
de convoyer les b&atiments de commerce apres 1a limite des oe 
territoriales frangaises. Les trois batiments eee haat ae 
les passagers de 1l"Exodys 1947" feraient alors route, seu ane 
Port-de-Bouc ot la procedure indiguee ci-dessus s'appliquerait. 


| ie S issi a lieu a 
La premiere reunion de la Commission aure 
l'Hdtel de la Préfecture de Marseille, le Dimanche 27 juillet. , 
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st August, 1947, R: 12,29 p.m 1st August, 1947, 
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glee 
imni gration, 
kntraide Francaise have informed us that they 


Will centinue to supply food te immigrants wtil 
further notice, 


Fereign Office please repeat Commander in 
Chief Mediterranean, 
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Sous th Legal mamigvants Ox Pres. Warhol — 
iad a 


| According to situation reports from 3 
Marseilles, 7/7 Jewish illegal immegrants have 
now landed voluntarily in France. His Majesty's 
Consul General and the naval and military | 
commanders at Port de Boue have been instructed 
that the transports”should not be moved any 
material distance from their present position 
in order that the cum#lative effect of Wawmhing 
upon the illegal immigrants should not be. 
diminished. The Secretary of State has 
directed that this sition should be maintained 
over the week-end.NfMeanwhile little progress 
has I understand been made in finding tee 
an alternative destination or destinations 
for these people in the event of failure to 
land them in France. Nevertheless it may wp . 
become necessary next week, in order to a § 

achieve our objective 0& persuadégthe Jews 
to disembark voluntarily, to make’ a definite 
announcement to them of their final 

jdestination&S if they refuse to land in France. 
At present they are reported to be casting 
doubt upon our expressed intention not to 

to take them back to Cyprus or Palestine. 


I therefore suggest that it is 
important to secure a Cabinet decision early 
next week (if possible at Tuesday's 
Cabinet) on the final destination for the 
Jews which can then, if necessary, be 
communicated to them. At present it would 
seem’that the Colonial Office and the 
competent German Departments have only reached . 
the stage of consulting the local authorities 
in West Africa and the British Zone. What 
we require is a firm decision. . 
Ain Aecurton Wwouted be a predauvtvew 
avd wiioulk vejuolice i) Oa — 
Nous present pote YP he lding 
| SAW 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Hastern Dept. 


The Secretary of ‘State Sndereranda 
that the French have made a suggestion that 
perhaps a French Minister or official would 
be prepared to go to Port de Boue to urge 
the illegal immigrants to disembark in | 
France if we inform the«French Government 
that the only alternative place of landing 
is the British Zone of Germany. The 
Secretary of State would like to: know the 
details of this suggestion. - 


As regards the question of a firm 
decision being. taken about the ultimate 
destination of the Jews if they do not 
disembark in France, the Secretary of State 
tells me that he is in constant touch with 
Mr. Greech Jones. He does not feel, 


however, that any decision is required for a |} 


few days. The ships should continue to | 
remain in position for another week Or SO. 


fr haat 


Pleare See E 7122/46 /3) 
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IN THIS MARGIN, 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy end should be 
retained by the authorised recipient eni not pessed on. | 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


| | AUG :947 J 
De 2620 dem Ist August, 1947. | 


Mr. Duff Gooper 
No. 775 


Ist August, 1947. R. 5035 pem» Ist August, 1947. 


Repested to : Marseilles 
: Jerus alen 
Commander~in-Chief, 
Mediterranean 


:aduasafay 


President Warfield. 


Leon Blum today devetes « leading article to the sub ject 
ef the immigrant ships at Port de Bouc defending the French 
Gevernnent snd condemning the British. | | 


2. I venture to suggest thet so soon as destination of 
Jews has been determined they should be made to understand 
that they still have the choice open to them of immediate 
fresdom in France or indefinite captivity at future destina- 
tion w&th no prospect of reaching Palestine, and that they | 
should be given 24 hours in which to take « decision. — 
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7 4 | 
38. To return them to Germany, whence doubtless they would 
start again, would not be a good solution from the point of 
view of Freneh opinion. Blum today describes these people 
as the last survivors of Hitler's extermination. | 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram 
No. 25 amd to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office, 
for repetition to Jerusalem, and to War Registry, 
Admiralty, for repetitien te Commanier-in-Chief, 
Mediterranean. | 
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SOCIALIST LABOUR PARTY 


Affiliated to the British Labour Party 


a | ye 
@poaLE ZION — JEWISH 


2, BLOOMSBURY PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 


(rete 614/16 
1/8 /¢7 ~ 
/ tis KASHI 7 $ * 
nt 4 
We urge you to read the enclosed translation of an article 
by M. Leon Blum which appeared in "Le Populaire” on August Ist. 
We would only add that the fate of the 500 refugees, on board 
the three British transports which brought them from Palestine, is 
still undecided, and they are living on board under inhuman cond- 


itions. 


; ey Ord. 


poe. = 
Sth. Ausiist oO 
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Leon Blum is not a partisan. He is a great friend of this 
country. His voice should not remain unheeded. We appeal to you 
to do all you can to induce the Government to stop this cruel 
treatment of thousands of veople whose only crime is that they 
tried to flee from the misery of D.P. camps and to join their 
people in their National Home. If the Government cannot decide 
on an act of grace in admitting them directly to Palestine, they 
should at least treat them in the same way as they treated un- 
certificated immigrants during the past year, by bringing them 
temporarily to Cyprus. 


NOONOT ‘391430 0890934 91718Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


Yours sincerely, 
Ky orb dn Sorteoor 


Nathan Jackson. 
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Translated from LE POPULAIRE, Paris, August 1, 1947. 


THE DRAMA OF THE "RxyopUg" 


By Léon Blum 


tt is part of the British people's temperament to 
demand that the law be enforced at all costs, When the law, 
and the authority of the Government which implements it, are 
flouted, the British temperament reacts by dropping all consi- 
derations of an emotional order and especially all considerations 
of individual pity. British policy then becomes, in the pro- 
per meaning of the word, ruthless, We should make an effort 
to understand this state of mind, Ye should even respect it, 
Since it is part and parcel of that civic loyalism which, in my 
Opinion, is one of the cardinal virtues of that great people, 
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But our British friends should make a simtlar effort 
to understand; they should realise that their behaviour in 
regard to the Palestinian immigrants affronts and revolts the 
conscience of the world, The "Exodus" immigrants had embarked | 
clandestinely in France, They did so contrary to the law, or 
rather to the prohibition imposed by the British authorities, 
They knew they were defying these authorities and, considering 
their law iniquitous, they deliberately acted so as to infringe 
it, to constrain it, This explains why the British Government 
retorted by increasingly ruthless measures, But world conscience 
cannot be moved by this governmental point of honour. It 
recognises only considerations of equity and of compassion, It 
sees but one thing: a handful of unhappy Jews, the last survi- 
vors of Hitlerite extermination, whom victory had not liberated 
from German concentration camps and who ai kept by force from 
the only refuge to which they may naturally aspire - the soil 
of Palestine, which their brethren have redeemed. This sight 
holds something heart-breaking, unbearable, intolerable, It 
is impossible that our British friends should not admit it in 
their hearts, however stubbornly determined they may be to ensure, 
above everything, the letter of the law, 
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Let them at least realise how and why their law is not 
our law, The British began by interning on Cyprus boatloads 


of clandestine immigrants intercepted in Palestinian waters. 
Later they decided to turn such immi rants back to their port 
of embarkation, and this is how the Exodus" came to a trench 
port, The passengers have been told that if they landed vo- 
luntarily they would find on French soil a hospitable and 
friendly refuge. All of them said no. The exceptions were 
very few. The sick, of whom there are mony on board, to whom 
the Red Cross offered assistance and hos tal treatment, gave 
the same answer. All declared with one scice: ‘We are grate- 
ful to France, but it is in Palestine that we want to live. 

We ghall all dia rather than leave the planks of the ship which 
wag to have taken us there, 


The next logical step in the British operation would 
have been to compel disembarkation on French soil by the use 
of naked force, But this could not be done without the consent 
and the cooperation of the French Government. The French 
Government, faithful interpreter of public opinion - as proved 
by the unanimous comment of the Press -, faithful interpreter 


of world conscience, withheld its consent and cooperation. Our 
British friends must admit it: it could not do otherwise, and 
it did well. Let them be grateful to our Government for having 


spared them so terrible an extremity. 


| A few months ago, in this place, l freely said what 
I thought about Palestine terrorism, To a large extent, the 
British are themselves responsible - as they were for terrorism 
practised by the suffragettes and the Fenians - because, inevi- 
tably, one breeds terror in reducing to hopelessness the fanatic 
fighters for a just cause. Nevertheless, I roundly condemned 
it, and I condemn it still. In the internal conflict between 
terporist organisations such as the "Treun" and the "Committee 
for National Liberation" and the legitimate representatives of 
Palestine and of the Zionist movement, I am entirely on the side 
of the latter, But the "Exodus" passengers are no terrorists. 
They are simply martyrs. They would know how to die, as heroes, 
weapon in hand, like their fathers and trothers, their mothers 
and sisters, in the Warsaw ghetto, But .o-day, like Christian 
martyrs in the arena, the only weapons they hold are their faith, 
their resolve not to flinch before any sacrifice, to the end, 
And to yield before such an act of faith, before this will to 
sacrifice, is not to lose face, but to gain greatness. 
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O ees 


Of course, she Palestine problem will remain as acute 
as ever, Rebellion cannot solve it, nor can terrorism; but 
neither will stubborn repression do so. This. problem, Like 
many another, is now before the United Nations, A preliminary 
examination has been carried out a few months ago, a committee 
of inquiry has been appointed and is now preparing a report 
which will be submitted to the Assembly in September, For 
Heaven's sake, let there be no more delay. Too many thousands 
of unhappy beings are still behind German barbed wire, Procra- 
stination has already cost too much suffering and blood, aroused 
too much hatred. Palestine, like the rest of the world, needs 
pease, and there can be no stable peace which is not a just peace. 
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EASTERN 


Parliamentary Question 


Po * 75. Dr. Segal, To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, what tonnage of British 
merchant shipping has now been placed at the disposal of the Palestine Government 
* 


for the interception of unauthorised Jewish refugee immigration. 


Tavs ° | 7 Au: JUL 1947 
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Illegal Immigrants | 

40. Dr. Segal asked the Secretary 0 
State for the Colonies what tonnage © 

British merchant shipping has now been 

placed at the disposal of the Palestine 

Government for the interception of un- 
authorised Jewish refugee immigration. 


Mr. Creech Jones: Seven ships, with a 
total gross registered tonnage of 26,000, 
have been made available for the transfer 


of illegal immigrants from Palestine and 


for transport from the Cyprus camps to 
‘Palestine. - Four of these, with a total | 


tonnage of about 5,300, are of corvette 


type, and could not be employed for 
normal commercial purposes. 


Dr, Segal: In view of the present heavy 
- demands on shipping space. for the con- 
-veyance of -food supplies ta this country, 
and for the. needs of our Dominions, could 
not these vessels be put to better use than 
to force the remnants of the gas chambers 
and concentration camps back ato 
exile? | | 
Mr. Creech Jones: These are corvettes 
They ‘are unsuitable for commercial use, 
-and in any case Britain must carry. out 
_ her international obligations. 


30 JUL 947 
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2 
“PARLIAMENTARY... A-- 


QUESTION. 


Illegal Immigrants 


40. Dr. Segal asked the Secretary of. 

State for the Colonies what tonnage of 

British merchant shipping has now been 

placed at the disposal of the Palestine 

: Government for the interception of un- 
authorised Jewish refugee immigration. 


' Mr, Creech Jones: Seven ships, with a 
total gross registered tonnage of 26,000, 
have been made available for the transfer 
of illegal immigrants from Palestine and 
for transport from the Cyprus camps. to 
\Palestine. Four of these, with a total 
tonnage of about 5,300, are of corvette 
type, and could not be employed for 
normal commercial purposes. | 


Dr. Segal: In view of the present heavy 
demands on shipping space. for the con; 
‘veyance of food supplies to this country, 
and for the needs of our Dominions, could 
not these vessels be put to better use than 
to force the remnants of the gas chambers 
and concentration camps back into 
exile? | 
Mr. Creech Jones: These are corvettes 
I They are unsuitable for commercial use, 
and in any case Britain must carry out 
her international obligations. | 
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lst penn 1947, Re 6.50 pom, ist August, 1947. 


FFRFF 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


Work on Pa Ducah is terminated but it. 
could hardly be ready to sail b ore August 5rd. | 


9, Work on Northlands will not be 
‘terminated before August 5 th. 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat] 
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D, & 50 pelle sist July, 1947. 
R 9% W pel. 3lst July, 194-76 
ae t i: 197, 


1llll 


:aduasafay 


| Your telegram No. 650, 


Foreign Minister tells me our note is atill 

being studied, He is anxious to do everything 

legally possible to stop this traffic and..guthorises me 

to say that the two vessels you mention wiii not be 

allowed to sail if legal grounds can be found to prevent 

them. He promised to send me a copy of legal opinion 

prepared for him by experts; it was not, he said, — 
By very hopeful" but he thou ise it would be *possible. to 
gO — evace lerp. und ce there laid down. 
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Pah fe ae Pg 4 * sane SPERIION 


AR AL NO, 3 


OFFICE TO STOCKHOLM 


No. S64. D, 5.45 p.m. August 7th, 1947, 
August 7th, 1947, 


JJIJ 


te 


’ SECRET 


ened 


Yeur telegram Ne. 572 [ef 31st July: Jewish 
illegsl immigratien], 


"Sen Basilio” is particularly suspect and we 
are most enxieus to prevent sailing of this vessel. 


9. Swedish law quoted in your despatch Ne. 190 
appears to give full scope for action against this 
vessel on lines of action taken by Danish 
authorities in case of "San Busebio” (our Chancery 
letter §.6956/48/31 of 16th July refers). _ Have 
Swodl sh authorities Made a thorough inspection of 
vesse 


3. We understand Panamanian registry has been 
withdram from both "San Basilio" and "San Spyridon". 
Surely Swedish authorities can forbid these ips to 
sail until they acquire some nationality. 


4, Please impress upon Swedish Government the 
importance we attach to detention of “San Basilio", 
in particular, and also of "San Spyridon". 


:aduasafay 
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BULLETIN N .184, a op | ane 


ARRESTS ARO NEW ANIFISTATIONS OF OF BRITAIN'S LAWLESS REGIME - SAY 
UTS. ZIONISTS. | 


Now York, Aug.8th. (Jewish PeLogpa snc Agency). - 
The American office of the Jewish Agency has sent a Massas: 
to the Viid Loum asking the Netional Council to convey tT? tne 
Mayors of Tel Aviv, Nothanya, Ramat Gan,’ and others detained, "our 
sense cf outrave and symonthy, This orbitrary and “unwarranted 
neticn on the onrt of the Bpitish suthoritics in Polestine senoms 
exloulnted to intensify bitterness and resentment, and cons titutas 
a nov manifestation of Britain's lawless regiuwe in Pulestin:, 
tha mMessugo states, 
Prior to ‘her doparture for Britain on board the "Queen ~ 
Mary! oy: ‘storday, Lady Astor declared thit Christian help for Jewisn 
displ ice od Oearsons arouses Arab fenurs lest. Christians desert then 
for the Jews, This wis "driving the Apabs towards the Coliunists, 
She statod, 


it 


REVISIONIST LEADER URGIS WITHDRAW..L OF BRITISH 7 *ROOPS FRG PALES TIN” 
AS" WT, LAST A ACT UNDER UNDER | “HAND. Data,” 


Londun, | aus, 3th, (Jowish Telegraphic Agency), 

D:seribing the struggle in Palcostine as a "struggle for 
scverelenty between the British occupation forces and th* forces 
of the Jowish >rople in that land," Mr,Ivan M.Greenberg, Chairian 
of th: United 21 nist Revisionists of Great Britain, at a press 
cunference here to-day, called unen the Government "to annuunce 
Stereos for the imsediate wi sacracod of British occupying forces from 
H.s8tern ani Wastern Palastine, 

He sale thay this a ia O.2 Svitain’ "last act unaar onaisr 
Wandatory >bdligation." The vovernient of the Jand should be trans 
ferred to a repressntative body cf tio Jowish  .eople in Palestin, 

Commenting on the r3cent arrosts in Pilestine, Mr,Greenberg 
said that it sis nut surorising that und-r a police regitie Dased vn 
iil gality and brute force, the Ro vislonist Party, whos lhombers 
Pelt wdLiged te speak the soli tical | trutn as thoy see it, were 
Singlet cut "for totalitarian attentiun ‘Oy the imprisonment of many 
cf ite most distinguished adharonts.," The explanation that that 
Kas done Decause .f the sympathies which the Revisionists have for 
tae Irgeun was ubsurd, Mr, Gromvere said, He emphasised thit tis, 
~oolitienl ais. of cio Revisionists and the Tpgun was identical 
althcurth thor2 is no orgunisutional link betveen the two bodies, 

Ae 9 tine, My, Gre noarg doniod tant the ores at 
asses in Tho: und wor? isolated and soontaneous reo- 
aKooutien of tas teu sorgoants in Pilestine, "There 

| ee mony indienticns oP a dalibernve campuign, eenductw from 
duivtees «Pr vpeat influence, to render the Jaws of this c.untry a 
cornuunity of hostarcas in ordar to 2x :rt orassur. upan their co- 
relteionists a whore, he gaid, In this connection, he called 
upen hie, _ in te a Enea publicly his "nisehie yous" ren warks abut a 
Weep po tea: ohn and Gantiles, 
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SWEDEN ASKZD TC PREVENT SAILING OF THANSPORT TC PALS ZINE, 


Stcekholi , Aur, ot, (Jovish ToL, wwpayonic Agency). 

apprwne nsive cf the departure fron Sweden of a transpvrt 
allegadilv dosigned to carry unauthorised Jowish damig¢rants to 
Foalostine, the British Goverm.ent has drawn the attention of the 
Swedish authorities.to the 611-ton shiv, "Sin Basilio," which is 
not recist:red under any flag, and belisved to be Leaving Gothenburg 
shortly, it is resorted in the Conservative newspaper, "Svenska 
Dagbladet," If tae shi» is seaworthy, however, the local 
nuthoritles cannot prevent har siilineg 


BULLETIN Nc,184, 246. 2 — 10/8/1947, . 


CLASH OVAR P. 3D s : ONG 3, 


Lencn, duc, 3th, (Je: ish Taloer vcohic Acancy), a 

Ths Acudists of Poland will be reprosented for the first 
tine since the war at the international eonfercnes of toe Azudath 
Isprel World Organisation meating in Murtenbad in the week 
conmencins Aucust 19th; it was announced by the Acudist “xkocu tive 
hera to-duv, : 

It is not yot known whether tho Pole Agcudath Isracl of 
Tel aviv «ill be ropres  :nted ,obut the Jorussalen @roup (Pagi) will 
send five delegates, In 2ddition to delegations from.ev-ry Suropeant 
country, there will also be a gtrung Palestine dolegaticn led by 
Rabbi I,M Gowin, The American daleozition will be headed by Rabbi 
Elia Slech, of Cleveland, President of the American Agudan, Rabbi 
J.JHorowitz, Chairman of the Londen Sxecutive, will lead a 9-man 
delecation from Gre .t bri tain, : 

A strong @lash ty iexpoctod.- at the. conference 
on the subject or Asudist P:l-stine Jeliov, Too Tel aviv Aeudist 
worker orranisation fuvour the estaublishnont of a Jewish State 
but this demand is prejactad by the Agudist lead-rshio in J -rus1len, 
Now York and Londo wh. ar: in Paveur of cancellation cf the 
White Poor and full imiigration, feelins thas undor the oresent 
politic.’ ecnditions, it is sudvigsable to concentrate on a short 
Ge ar 

weoaget bess. s of groetines redoived on the occasion 
evnferwne? ls one from the Rabbinate -f the wioscow Jarign 


2° Oz Cheslovak Government «L111 be represented at thea 
openings s-ssion and a mest. Por, s2,J3.cOb Rogennein, Preyidant of 
the Werke Caganisition, will bo Druadeast from New York, The 
HOLitioul 2. sort rill bo subcitead by } 4... Goodmen, . 
a"  . Issuanes .f 4 Bpaclil vestas: stiuio inf noncur of tho Con 
O--n autiopised by the Oz ochoslovuk yostal authorities, 


MINT TRANSFERS HEIRLESS PROP™RTY TO JEWISH 
DILITATION FUND, 

Budapest, sug, 8th, (Jawish TeLagraphic Avcney), 

. The. Cffice of Abandonad Prop 2rty has been liquidated by 

a deerac of tho Hungarian Govornuiont and all hoirless and :bandonod 
. Jewish property vill be transferr:d to th Jawigh Rehabilitation 
Fund, | 
ae at the same tine, the Governiuent daclared that all ».roperty 
transactions involving Jens after Deceubeor, 1944, are null and void, 
Thés move is expected to bring conside-uble new sums into the 
Ronabilitation Fund as Jewish property confiscated or sold und-r 
duress is pecev owed, : 


Munich,, aur.3th. (Jewish T-Loweyhie aveney). | 

4 DKilitary corcon hag bean thrown around the Bleidern D,.P, 
eamp.at ansbach while officials aro investigating the alloged = ~ 
abduction of tw Amerioan soldiers by a group of displaced Jews last 
weok, (The enquiry was ordered by General Lucius D,Clay, Commander 
of tho American zone in Gerliany , | | 

Accoiing to official and J>wigh s urces, three goldierg 
assaulted 9 displuced Jew outside’ the Can, HH sulizoned help and a 
orowd of incansed Jows, mistaking two oadaing soldiers for ‘the 
Optivinal assiilants, seized them and brought thet. into tie enum, 
Neither soldier was seriously injured and both were relensad within 
an heup of their abduction, _ | 

amy authorities were pressing their search for 50 D,P,'g 
in the camp area who are susvected uf direct participation in the 
incident, Tho Jews have been restricted to tho can alae ae ko 
BPPes ta nays i ee : ~~ , 7m a 
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de. AUG 19 


ram is of particular secrecy and § ould be 


[This teleg 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on 


—— ce a a 


By tonight approximately 100 Jews will have 
disembarked. So far no barges have been brought along=- 


side but three small vessels are standing by in port for 
use of volunteers. Officer Commanding Troops states 
uncement had little effect and was 


that Government anno 
not believed and considers we shall get a few more 
sione He is however 


volunteers by threats or persua 
ig used the ship can be cleared. 


confident that if force 
He also states that prolonged delay is having 4 bad 


of both troops and Jews and some 


effect on temper , 
obable. Officer Commanding yesterday 


trouble is pr 
refused permission for official interpreter to go on 


hoard as he was believed to be inciting Jews not to 
disembark. 
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gn Office repeat Commander-in-Chief 
Mediterrancane 


[Repeated to War Registry Admiralty for 
retransmission]. 
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Mr, Kay. §  —«- ‘Ds 4016 Dm 
eo, 116. | | a | 
Qnd August, 1947. R. 7,00 pm. 2nd August, 1947, 


Repeated te Paris, 
3538 


'president Warfield", 


Transperts at Port de Beous cannet. be moved an 
distance witheut bunkers, Bunkers are net available 
at Port de Beuc but previsienal arrangements have 
been made to bunker ships at Marseilles. 


2, I do net (repeat net) censider it advisable 
that ships sheuld be breught inte Marseilles pert 
with ‘nmi grants on beard as French sutherities might 
interpret this meve as an intentien te withdraw | 
ships in the near future, | 


. §& Captain ef D, 3 has telegraphed? Commander-in- 
Chief Mediterranean, repeated Admiralty Signal 012558, 
- gtating ebjectiens that have eccurred te him te ships 
entering Marseilles pert either with er witheut 
immigrants en beard (a) fer reasens [gp. undec, ] revenge; 
(b) risk ef sabetage. | 


4, Request urgent instructiens. 


THMEDIATE. 
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Cypher/OTP | | DEPARTMBNTAL NOe Qe 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MARS ETLLES 

‘No. 110 | 

rd August, ae D. 2.40 pom 3rd August, 1947. 
Repeated to Paris No. 1772 


FRFF 


[MEDIATE 
SECRET 


Your telegram No. 116. 


Instructions will be sent as scon &s possible. _ 


2, Meanwhile I understand that the Runnymede 
Park has only 55 tons of coal. If it becomes 
essential fer her to obtain bunkers before 
instructions arrive, you will no doubt consider 
the possibility of sending her te Marseilles 
while leaving the other two transports at Port 
de Boue. This sheuld reduce the risk mentioned 


in your paragraph 2. 
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| Draft. Wan g..D1LAS_TL! 
' | Marseilles. CECAET 


My telegram No. 110 fof August 
3rd: Jewish illegal immigration]. 
Telegram. 
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No, E 7016/48/51. 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM 


FOREIGN OFFICE TO MARSEILLES. 


No, 112, 
5th August 1947, 


D, 6,30 a.m, 6th August 1947, 


Repeated to: Paris, No,1541 Saving. 


WewWsvsisW 
TMD IATE. 
oC RET. 


My telegram No,110 [of August Srd: Jewish 
illegal imnigration], 


saDuasasay 


Following is text of instructions being 
sent by Admiralty to Commander in Chief 
Mediterranean repeated to D,s:- 


| foreign Office are informing Consul- 
General Marseilles that Runnymede Park and other 
ships may rebunker at Marseilles as necessary, 


2, Reasons mentioned by D.o as Obes ouery 
contrary to this course not fully appreciated here, 


? . 


a 


5, Foreign Office see possible advantage in 
letting it be known that ships are bein bunkered 
for distant destination not (repeat noty Palestine 
or Cyprus, 


4, If in your view ole tyenearee outweigh 
advantages request immediate repor specifying 
nature of objections," 


(2,) I have concurred in these instructions 
and see no objection to bunkering at Marseilles 
as indicated in first paragraph of message, by 
which you should be guided. 
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SECRET 74% a 


WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
t be paraphrased* if it is essential to 


code message and the text must firs 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 


(*"Note: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad: 
“O,T.P.” are excepted from this mo 2130 /August. 


pate: 8,8,47. 


PLOM Ded 
Recd: OOOl, 


oo SECRET EX 
TOs Ce in Ce Medes Afloat. : 
nfo: Ge. in Ce Meds Malta, Admirelty. 


TIMMEDLATE 


STTREP Number 15. 7 volunteers landed today. 


pouc today. 
turns tomorrow 


2e RUNNYMEDE DARK returned to port pe 
mhursd@y. EMPIRE RIVAL completes and ré 
Friday GeM. OCEAN VIGOUR procecds to yarseilles for 200 


tons coal p.m, tomorrow priday.« 


072130 


Advance copy sent D.C., RC. 
at 0035/8 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and shoulAlbe {947 f 


retained by the authorised recipient and not ‘passed on] ~ 
Cypher/OTP 


No. 117 | | D. 6.16 p.m. 2nd August, 1947, 
2nd August, 1947. R. 2.5 am Srd August, 1947. 


Repeated to Paris 


FRE F 
IMMEDIATE 
SECRET 


- 


N 
My telegram No. mh Illegal Jewish immigration. 


Up to 3 p.m. today no (repeat no) further 
disembarkations. 0.C. PENA Cd adee Mew apart from 
two Jews who intend to land this afternoon no other 
volunteers will be forthcoming. Otherwise there is 
nothing further to report. — : 


‘Paris repeat to Militery Attaché. 


| Foreign Office please repeat to Commander-in- 

Chief Mediterranean, rc 
[Copies sent: to War Registry Admiralty for 

retrans ssion| | | | 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No.1 


FROM MARSEILLES 10 FOREIGN OFFICE 


ir Rey 7 , 
No. 120 D. 4. 30 pom. Srd August, 1947. 


8rd August, 1947. R. 7. 15 pem. Sra August, 1947. 
Repeated to Paris 
2222 


eRat 3 2 
Your telegram No. 108. ewe kN 
Illegal aeieMeeeions = 


O.C. troops reports International Red Cross | 
proposes leaving doctor on each ship in harbour and for 
any subsequent voyage. Is there any objection to this? 


O.C. troops reports further that present doctors — 
are overworked and asks urgently for one additional 
doctor for each ship and one S.i.0. and one gynaecologist 


for the [gp undec]. 
Foreign Office please repeat to Commander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean. 


Wed aks sent to War Registry, Admiralty for 
repetition to Commander-in hief Mediterranean. 


[Copy sent to ME. Secretariat]. 
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EB 7018/48/51 


Code R DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM FO 


Noe 418 

5th August 1947. De 
Repeated to Paris No. 1542 Saving 

.  Commander-in-Chief Mediterrancan 


BM EO. Caire Noe 632 (for Comaander-in- 
Chief ME. Lele ) ® 


11 aM. 6th August 1947 « 


vvv 
TiulpORTANT. 


RESTRICTED. 


Your telegram No. 120 


Warfield" |. 

There is no objection te Red Cross doctors remaining 
on board. Will these meet requirements of 0.C. treops 
mentioned in second paragraph of your telegram under 
reference or will he require further army doctors as 


well? 


[of 35rd August: "President 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FRG MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mir, Kay. 
No. 121 7.50 pem. 3rd August, 1947. 
3rd August, 1947. 11.20 pom. 3rd August, 1947. 


Repeated to: Paris. 
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cE .7019 | 


an 


TbiNEDLIATE 


SECRET | 
ee U4 AUB ig 
My telegram No, 11/. | | Ee ge AUG 1047 


Illegal Jewish immigration. 


:aduasafay 


Three immigrants disembarked to-day. Tension on 
board has relaxed due no doubt to an improved food supply. 
Three International Red Cross doctors are now on board 
the transports, 


Informe tion Officer visited Runnymede Park to-day 
and found representative of "Agence [grp.undec.? France ] 
Press" being shown round the ship by Officer Commanding 
Troops. In view of this Information Officer asked for 
and obtained permission. of Officer Commanding Troops to 
bring on board representatives of Reuter, Daily Herald 
and News Chronicle. In the circumstances should per- 
mission be given for a limited number of journalists to 
visit transports each dey? Pending further instructions 

Officer Cemmanding Troops has agreed not to allow any mere 
journalists on beard. 
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secret 

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.1 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MARSEILLES 

Ne.111 


4th August, 1947, D.2.50 pom. 4th August, 1947, 
Repeated te Paris Ne,1529 Saving 


BBBB 


IMMEDIATS 
Secret 


Yeur telegram Ne.121 {ef August Srd: press 
visits te transperts]. 


I appreve yeur actien and that of officer 
Commanding Treeps in permitting selected representatives 
ef the press te visit transperts. 


2. Ovr impression here is that eyewitness acceunts 
in the press are likely te be helpful, Yeu may therefere 
use yeur discretion in censultatien with the Officer 
Commanding Treeps, te permit a limited number of respensible 
jeurnalists te visit transperts,. | 


Oo, Greatest care must ef ceurse be exercised 
te ensure that these visits are net used fer the 
purpese ef inciting passengers te refuse te land, 
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Srd August 1947. 
Repeated to Paris Saving. 
| vvY 


"Jewish illegal | 
Your telegram Noe 104. 


five referred to are not (repeat not) at 
pilles — there 4s no ov \denos: that they 
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io. 080 D: 5.1, pam lst August, 1947. 


lst August, 1947. R: 8,15 p.m, Ist August, 1947. 


Repeated to: Jerusalen, 


| | st b Te lu A 


| hiy telegram No. 297 of July 26th, 


Weekly report. 

No. change in shipping situation, 

Please repest to Jerusalem as ny telegram No, 13. 
[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office 


for repetition to Jerusalem, Cones sent to. — 
East: aie ia | | | 
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Secret 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


AT 
ie oh 


SO0th July 1947, De 11040 aeity Sist July 1947. 
Repeated to Paris Ne. 1498 Saving. 


Vvv 


Jewish illegal imaigration. 


Weekly List No» 12 shows 2 unknown ex~American | 
corvettes. you confime whether these ships sotually 
exist and, if so, give us further detalls? 
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Cypher /OTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO. ¥, 1347 | 
FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


His Majesty's Consul General. 


Ne. 35 
De 1.0 Dele 2nd August 1947. 
Qnd August 1947. Re 6-0 pem. 2nd August 1947. 


Repeated to Rene 


SECRET. 
Your telegram No. 52. 


Inspection of Kera by Lleyds surveyers (whe are 
in censtant supervision of medifications and repairs 
en this eee a) reveals that between deck has net 
yet been remeved although this figures in the werk 
Pp ore and that accemmedation fer 12 passengers is 

n censtructieon en the bridge deck. Present werk 
will take ene week mere te complete, lenger if between 
deck is remeved. Chief surveyer cenfirus that as 
the ship new is she ceuld undeubtedly be used fer 
ir poe ef illegal immigrants especially as 8 — 
sdditienal latrines are in the ceurse ef installatien. 
-T ghall advise when the werk is cempleted. — 


9. Yeur telegram Ne. 44. ifr. Neill inferus me that 
his instructiens te apply secend arrest on settlement ef 
first debt still held. Gasparinates is anxieus te 
preceed te Lenden accempanied by Petaslanes te discuss 
the situatien with Wigham Richardsen. If yeu think 

an interview with the firm er with yeur department 
weuld be useful instructiens sheuld be sent me te 

grant visa fer which applicatien has gene ferward. 
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SECRET 

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL Neo. 
FROM FORBIGN OF?IG7 TO GuNDA. 


Nee 57 D: 11.55 aem. 7th August, 1947 
6th August, 1947 


Repeated to Rome Ne. 1689. 
SEORET, 


Yeur telegram Ne. 35 [of 2nd .ugust: Jewish 
illegal immigration. | 


Please report whether Lloyds surveyor considers 
that ‘Kera" will still be fit for trausport of illegal 
immigrants after remeval of between deck has been 
completed. | 


De Censideration is being given to owner$S 
prepesal te visit United Kingdom and a reply will be 
sent as socn as possible. If he dees come to United 
Kingdom we should like to question hin en reperts in 
your telegrans Nes. 25 and 26. Please stats, there- 
fore, whether you still consider this Information 
relieble and whether yeu see any cbjectien te our 
using it in this manner. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, ; 


D, 3-00 poem. Oth August 1947 


9th August 1947 
Repeated to Rome No. 247 Saving 

7 i | eeccce 
CONFIDENTIAL _ 


Your telegram No. 55 [of 2nd August: Jewish illegal 
immigration ]. 7 


| ix 
Following from Director of Passport Control, 


You may grant United Kingdom vises to Gasparinatos and 
Potamianos marked "Visit of 2 months authorised by Home 
Office". | a 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
Confidential 

Cypher/OTP 


Noi? 
ist August, 1947. D.9.c8 pom. ist August, 1947, 


BD BBB 


IMPORTANT 
Confidential 


The French Ambassador called on Sir Orme Sargent on 
July Sist to discuss °K. Bidault’s proposed visit to 
London, He started ofi by saying that, in view of the 
way the disembarkation of the Jews at Port de Bouc was 
proceeding, it would be better to postpone M, Bidault's visit 
until some “ate to be determined later, Besides, quite 
apart from the Jewish business, it would be embarrassing 
for M. Bidault if, when in London, he was precluded from 
discussing the question of the German level of industry on the 
grounds thet this was being handled at the technical level 
and must be kept at that level, Sir Orme Sargent agreed 
that, for all these reasons, it would be best to reconsider 
M. Bidault's visit later on. 


2. Sir Orme Sargent took the ee te rub. 
into M, Massigli how disappointed we were at the unhelpful 
attitude of the French local authorities at Port de beue, 
which was, moreover in flat contradicticn to the assurances 
Sbbde by M. Bidault to the Secretary of State to the effect 

hat the French Government would do what they could to 
facilitate and encourage the landing of these Jews. 


oe M. Massigli was very of Paha Wicd hat parca when 
i i e 


shown your telegram No.769 reporting the disgusting behaviour 
of the Paris Press, He assured Sir Orme Sargent that he 

had already impressed upon his Gcvernment how dangerous it 

was to allow this anti-British campaign to be fomented in 
this irresponsible manner and he would now telegraph again 

to the same effect and hoped that we would soon see a 

cessation of these attacks, For instance, "Combat" had 

ee pees a second artiele in which it had unsaid 

; reat deal of the unpleasant things it had said the day 
efore. | 
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THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR came to see me UG ed 


arranged to discuss M. Bidault's proposed visit to 
London. 


M. Massigli started off by saying that in view of 
the way that the disembarkation of the Jews at Port de 
Boue: was proceeding, it would be better to postpone 
M. Bidault's visit until some date to be determined later. 
Besides, quite apart from the Jewish business, it would be 
embarrassing for M. Bidault if when in London he were 
precluded from discussing the question of the German level 
of industry on the ground that this was being handled at 
the technical level and must be kept on that level. 


I agreed that for all these reasons it would be best 
to reconsider M. Bidault's visit later on, and I don't 
think that we shall hear anything more about it until 
the autumn. In the meanwhile the exchange of ratifica- 
tions of the Treaty of Dunkirk - which was to have been 
the ostensible reason for the visit - will, I take it, 
now be proceeded with through the usual channels. 


I took the opportunity to rub into M. Massigli how 
disappointed we were at the unhelpful attitude of the 
French local authorities at Port de Bouc which was, more- 
over, in flat contradiction to the assurances given by 
M. Bidault to the Secretary of State to the effect that 
the French Government would do what they could to 
facilitate and encourage the landing of these Jews. 

E baba \u gla. 

M. Massigli was very apologetic, especially when 
I showed him Paris telegram No. 769 reporting the 
disgusting behaviour of the Paris press. He assured 
me that he had already impressed upon his Government how 
dangerous it was to allow this anti-British campaign to 
be fomented in this irresponsible manner and he would 
now telegraph again to the same effect and he hoped that 
we would soon,see a gessation of these attacks. For 
instance, the Combat had already published a second 
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Dratt. The French Aribassador called on sir Orme — 


Sarg@nt on July 31st to discuss Monsieur 
TELEGRAM oe _ 
Bidault's proposed visit to London. He 
To: PARIS : . - 
‘started off by saying that, in view of the 
way the RIBS IDET eecsOy of the Jews at Port 
de Bouc was proceeding, it would be pett ter to 
postpone M. Bidault's visit until some date 
to be determined later. Besides , quite 
apart Prom the Jewish business, it would be 
enbarrassing Tor ite Bideult if, when in 


Cypher 
‘London, he was precluded from discussing the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


question of the German level of industry 
on the grounds that this was being handled 
at the technical level and must be kept at 
. Sir Orme Sargent agreed that, 
lor all these reasons, i% would be best to 


Cabinet | 
Distribution. reconsider Il. Bidault's visit later on, end 
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2. Sir Orme Sargent took the opportunity 


to rub into M. Massigli how disappointed we 


Auk Sma Lint an~ce)] local authorities at Port de Bouc, which WAS, 


Oo Veung claath wx moreover, in flat contradiction to the 

by Wwevtemn bert . | assurances given by M. Bidault to the Secretary 

ly _ of State to the effect that the French | 
iGovernment would do what they could to 
facilitate and encourage the landing of these 
JCWS. 
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. repor t ing the ‘disgusting behaviour OL ., * | 
Paris press. He assured Sir orme Sargent, %1 t 
he had already impressed upon his Government. 
how dangerous it was %o allow.this anti-Britig 
‘campaign to be fomentéd in this irresponsible 
manner and he vould now telegraph again to the, 
‘same effect and hoped that we would Soon see 
‘a cessation of these attacks. For instance, 

i "Combet" had already published a Second artic , 
‘in which it had unsaid a great deal of. the 
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‘unpleasans things it had said. the day before. | 
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THE British Consul | at Iihynich Fay 
presents his compliments to Hel, il, Peinotped Sec,eof State 
and has the honour to tranemié fo to him i Noe ihe 1 attioned 


7 documents. | 
British... GODSULAtC a... | 
Munich. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


a re ee ne 


. | 
Copy of ltr.dated | Protest of Jewish | 
25th July, ak » from | Displaced Persons. 
lire .R.J,D.G. Bickmore, L 

Wit enclosure in | 

original, together 

with copy of Munich 

ltr.of 3Jlst July, 194/ 
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6.5 pom. LONDON Wc. 


a . an 


Have sent following wire to Prime Minister today quote I appeal to 
you at the eleventh hour about the fate of the 4500 Jewish refugees 
now off Port De Bouc stop Their determination not to disembark in 


France appears to be definite and only the most inhuman measures can — 


compel them to change their minds stop According to reports in the 
British Press conditicns on the boats are appalling and it is 
incomprehensible that these people should be kept in cages in glaring 
heat any longer stop Some correspondents suggest thet there is an 
intention of distributing the refugees among a number of tropical 
jSlands. stop I would urge you not to inflict further suffering on 
snnocent human beings by dumping them into places where they do not 
wish to go stop Mauritius should be a warning stop Out of 1580 
deported there during the Wer over 100 died through inability to 
stand the climate and hygienic conditions stop Among the refugees 
at Port De Bouc there are about 1000 children and many women and 
elderly -people stop I appeal to you not to teke the line of 
punishment against people whose only crime iS that they have refused 
to remain any longer in the concentration camps of Burope and have 
tried to reach their rightful Netionel home where their kith and 
kin await them paregraph A&A great Government can afford to change a 
decision which everyone in this Country pow realises was a grave 


error = 
Berl Locker Hxecutive Jewish Agency For Palestine + 
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| PREME MINISTER 10 DOWNING STREET SW 1 = 
1 APPEAL TO YOU AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR ABOUT THE FATE | 
OF THE 4500 JEWISH REFUGEES NOW OFF PORT DE BOUC STOP 
| THEIR DETERMINATION NOT TO DISEMBARK IN FRANCE APPEARS I 
| | ro BE DEFINITE AND ONLY THE MOST INHUMAN MEASURES CAN | 
COMPEL THEM TO CHANGE THEIR MINDS STOP ACCORDING TO. 
_ |REPORTS IN THE BRITISH PRESS CONDITIONS ON THE BOATS 
ARE APPALLING AND IT 1S INCOMPREHENSIBLE THAT THESE 
PEOPLE SHOULD BE KEPT IN GLARING HEAT ANY. LONGER STOP 
| SOME. CORRESPONDENTS SUGGEST THAT THERE 1S AN, INTENTION 
(|OF DISTRIBUTING THE REFUGEES AMONG A. NUMBER OF- TROPICAL 
| SLANDS STOP [ WOULD URGE YoU NoT TO INFLICT FURTHER | 
|SUFFERING ON INNOCENT HUMAN BEINGS BY DUMP ING THEM 
INTO PLACES WHERE. THEY DO NOT WISH To GO STOP 
|MAURITIUS SHOULD BE A WARNING STOP OUT OF 1580 DEPORTED 
THERE DURING THE WAR OVER 100 DIED THROUGH INABILITY 
TD STAND THE CLIMATE. AND HYGIENIC CONDITIONS STOP AMONG | 
THE REFUGEES AT PORT DE BOUC THERE ARE ABOUT 1000 
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‘APPEAL. To you NoT 10 WAKE THE LINE OF "PUNISHMENT 
AGAINST PEOPLE WHOSE ONLY CRIME IS THAT THEY HAVE 
REFUSED TO REMAIN. ANY LONGER IN THE CONCENTRATION 

CAMPS OF. EUROPE AND HAVE TRIED TO REACH THEIR 

RIGHTFUL NATIONAL HOME WHERE THEIR KITH AND KIN 


-AWALT THEM PARAGRAPH A GREAT GOVERNMENT CAN. AFFORD 


TO CHANGE, A DECISION WHICH EVERYONE a THIS COUNTRY. 


Now REALISES WAS A GRAVE .ERROR 
| BERL LOCKER EXECUTIVE JEWISH AGENCY 


FOR PALESTINE ++. 
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Muswell Hill Meeting. 
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The Prime Minister, A ek ef eats: _* 22(@ 
10, Downing Street. | oS a 2 a. 


Dear Mr. Atlee, 


saduasafay 


I am whiting to protest against the Foreign 
Offices decision to deport th e Jews én boevd the prison ships 
orf Port de Bouc to the British Zone in Germany. 

AS a member ot the Society of Friends I believe 
all human litte is sacred. "There is the Beed of God in Byeryman". 
Men should be allowed freedom whereas they have not even got peace, 
and are pushed from pilla_r to post, without their sanction. Surely 


there can be no purpose in sending these people back to the country 
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be called a Christian Country if we do these unchristien acts? 
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i ® 13th September, 1947. 


(B 7071/48/31) 90 


Dear Chancery, 


We enclose a copy of a. 
telegram addressed to the Foreign 
Minister by New York State 
G.1.0. at Saratoga Springs. 


- Please send a suitable 
acknowledgment if you think fit. 


Yours ever, 
Kastern Department. | 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Washington. 
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HONORABLE SIR | 
1S TIME ENGLAND CAN BE REDEEMED IN EYES OF WORLD 


cS OF WORLD DO NOT WANT ENGLAND REDUCED TO NATION | 
ANT A BETTER ENGLAND UNSCOP HAS GIVEN 


YET THERE 
GOOD PEOPL 


WITHOUT HONOR WE W 
ENGLAND AN OPPORTUNITY TO AGAIN LEAD WORLD 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


PREESIDENT : 
CHAIM WEIZMANN, ESQ., PH.D., D.Sc., LL.D. 
HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS. L. BAKSTANSKY, LL.B., B.SC. (con.). 
THE RT. HON. LORD MELCHETT. 
SIR SIMON MARKS, DSe. Goneral Secretary, 
THE REV. J. K. GOLDBLOOM. 
CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE . 
BARNETT JANNER, ESQ., M.P. 19 GT. RUSSELL STREET, 
LONDON VICE-PRESIDENTS : 
BERL LOCKER, BSaQ. LONDON, W.C.1 
FRED NETTLER, ESQ.. J.P. 
A. RICHTIGER, ESQ. 
MRS. |. M. SIEFF. q 
S. S. SILVERMAN, ES@., M.-P. oth Septembe T's 1947.6 
PROVINCIAL VICE-PRESIDENTS : 
PROF. S. BRODETSKY. M.A. Px.D. 
J. HALEVY, &SQ., M.&c. 
LT.-COL. H. MORRIS, M.-P. The Right Hon. Ernest Bevin, MeP., 


Dr. W. PINNER, 
REV. A. S, SUPER, M.A. H. M. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 


HON. TREASURER : 
PAUL GOODMAN, ESGQ., F.R.HIST.S. The Foreign Uffice, 
HON. SECRETARY : 5 eli ea e 
MAURICE COHEN, ESQ., LL.B. 


vir, 


I have been requested by the Executive Council of 
the Zionist Federation representing some thirty thousand 
affiliated members Pirenenety Great Britain, earnestly 
to appeal to His Majesty's Government to reconsider its 
decision to send the refugees of "Exodus 1947" to Hamburg 
for disembarkation. The Council, begs tis Majesty's 
Government to give urgent consideration to this request 
in view of the short time before the arrival of the boats. 
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The Council entreats His Majesty's Government to 
realise the great injustice involved in landing on German 
soil men women and children who have fled from the painful 
and harrowing memories which that soil evokes. Having a 
deep regard and concern for the good name and traditions 
of tne British Commonwealth and the British people, we 
sincerely trust that His Majesty's Government will reverse 
its decision even at this last moment in order that a blot 
upon the fair name of this country may be prevented. 


The Zionist Federation of Great Britain has always 
regarded it as its special duty to interprete the ideals 
of Great Britain to its fellow Zionists all over the world. 
It is deeply sensible of the debt owed to Great Britain 
and the British people for the historic role which this 
country has played in framing the Balfour Declaration and 
accepting obligations under the Mandate. It has always 
hoped that whatever form the development of the Jewish 
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Continuation 


L. BAKSTANSKY, LL.B., B.SC. (ECON.). 
General Secretary, 


75 GT. RUSSELL STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


5th September, 1947. 


ake it would continue to be associated 
with Great Britain and has repeatadly placed this hope on 
record at its Annual Conferences. It has condemned violence 
in Palestine in tne most unequivocal terms whilst believing 
that this violence has arisen out of frustration and despair. 
The Council of the Federation is deeply apprehensive of the 
possible effect in Palestine of the contemplated actione 


National Home would t 


sen a solution of the Palestine question 
f the deepest regret if 
inimise the possibility 


At this time w: 
is in sight, it would be a matter o 


anything should happen which would m 
of a peaceful settlement 


of the report of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Palestine, and the imminence of a 
settlement with a possibility of opening up of immigration 
into Palestine on a large scale gives, in the opinion of 
our Council, a unique opportunity for a statesmanlike 
gesture by His Majesty's Government . 


The publication 


In the name of humanity we appeal to His Majesty's 
Government to reverse its decision. 


Yours faithfully, 


MAURICE COHEN. 
Honorary Secratary- 
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MONICH. 
Flat July, 1947. 


British Oongulate, 


Bear Mr. Blackmore, 


Thank you for your letter of 25th July 
and enelosure. Please tell the representatives 
of the Jewish D.Pas at Bad Reichenhall that 
the letter has been forwarded to the appropriete 
authorities in ‘London. _ | 


| The pergenal matter about whioh you called 
ome a few days ago has, of course, been attended 
to. . . 


Yours singerely, | 


(John As Thwaites) 
H.M.Consul, 


R.J.D.G. Blackmore, 
Area Director, 
Preparatory. Commission, 
LeReO 


Area Team 1069, Bad Reichenhall, 
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Preparatory Commission, 
IR. 0. . : ; 
Area Team 1069, Bad Reichenhall. 


25 July, 1947. 


To: The British Consul, kimich. 


Subject: Protest of Jewish Displaced Persons. 


On Thursday, the 24th instant, I received 
a delegation representing the six thousand Jewish 
Displaced Persons in assembly centers in Bad 
' Reichenhall. 


The delegates presented me with a very strong 
protest against the recent seizure by the British 
authorities of a vessel bound for Palestine with 
illegal emigrants thereon. | 


The verbal orotest was accompanied by the 
attached signed document which the delegates desire 
to be forwarded throggh your Consular office to the 
Foreign Office, London. I therefore forward this 
document to you for appropriate action. 
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(signed) R.JD.G. Blackmore 
| Area Director 


R, J. D. G, BLACKMORE 
Direvtor, jrea Team 1069 
Bad-Reichenhall, 


Ppeceparend SUES Siow Toisas Sanne SES SES eco Tax: omen Sout soon anne tones Sees some 
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Hierdurech tibersenden wir Ihnen die nachstehenden 
Resolutionen, die-die Einwohner dss;¢dischen D,P, Lagers 
Bad=-Reichenhall am 24, Juli 1947 um°I2 Uhr mittags auf einer 
Massenprotestkundgebung angenommen haben, und bitten Sie héfl, 
G@ine Abschrift der Resolutionen an die in ey noe Regierung 
weiterzuleiten; | 

1.) Wir progestieren aufs schirfste gegen das englische 
Weissbuch yom Jahre 1939, insbesondere gegen die 
autiticxwei sunk des judis chen Heimkehrschiffes von den 


Ufern unseres heiligen Vaterlandes, 


Wir verdammen die ‘errormethoden der englischen Regie- 


rung gegen unsere Brtider und Schwestern in Palestina, 


Wir fordern ein sofortiges OUffnen der Tore Palestinas 


fur eine Preie unbegrenzte Hinwanderung aller jédiachen | 


D,P,'s aus iuropa, 
wir fordern die roklamation eines froien, unabhéngigen. 


jtidischen Staates in Palestina, 
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CWF36 ©GR136 MONTREAL 67 22 1600 eT” 

-HIS MAJESTYS FOREIGN SECRETARY IMTS 
PANADIAN JEWRY GREATLY DISTURBED BY.REPORT EXODUS REFUGEES” 
WILL BE RETURNED TO GERMANY STOP THIS DECISION CANNOT: | 
BUT WORSEN THE ALREADY UNHAPPY SITUATION STOP ON GROUNDS. 

OF THE HIGHEST HUMANITARIAN TRADITIONS HITHERTO ASSOCIATED 
WITH GREAT BRITAIN AND THE COMMONVEALTH WE URGE THAT SOME 


BASIS BE FOUND FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE REFUGEES TO PALESTINE = 


UNITED ZIONIST COUNCIL S J ZACKS PRESIDENT + 
SENT 2337/22/JA + 
ACK AND RIP+ 
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tn nnn an ets 


MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN wane | Ne ~ i 


( Poul Athenes, le 22 juillet 1947, 


No 32552 


i 7112 | 


& ave i947) 


J'ai Uhonneur dtaccuser réception de 1a 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


lettre en date du 27 juin dernier que Votre Excellence a 


oo” 


bien voulu adresser & Monsieur Constantin T 


Juifs en Palestine et de vous 


saldariss au sujet 


de l'immigration illicite de 
remercier de l'appréciation que le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste 
Britannique stest plu a témoigner & propos des mesures adop= 
tées par le Gouvernement Hellénique pour y faire. face. 


Gonscient de la gravité de la question le 


Gouvernement Royal dans le but dtempecher ce mouvement; illé- 
gala eu recours % des mesures vréventives et repre SS1IVE5Se 


En effet,le Décret-Loi No 1746 du 25 Mai I939 qui constitue 


le fondement juridique de ces dernieres, interdit sous peine 


d'emprisonnement et d'amende. le transport dtun port hellé- 


nique ou étranger 4 destination de la Palestine, par des 
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navires battant pavilion hellénique, des personnes non mu~ 
nies de passeports réguliers diment visés, Ces dispositions 
seront bientot renforcées grace % un nouveau texte législa- 
tif recemment soumis au vote de la Chambre, qui prévoit & 


‘ltencontre des délinguants des sanctions plus severesy no- 


tamment la confiscation des navires servant au transport 


Son Excellence 
Monsieur Zrnest Bevin 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres 
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LONDRES 
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dtinmigrés: illicites en Palestine, 
| Quant aux mesures préventives,d' ordre administratif 
austoute elles visent d'abord A empécher tout transfert de 
pavillon ayant pour put de seconder les desseins d'entre- 
prises soupgonnées de favoriser l' immigration illicite en 
Palestine, Des instructions formelles ont été, 3 cet effet, 
envoyees aux Autorités Consulaires helleniques afin quielles re: 
‘délivrent pas des papiers de bord provisoires aux navires sus- 
pects sollicitant leur inscription au régistre hellénique 4! 
immatriculation sans l'assentiment préalable du Ministere 
Royal de la Marine Marchande, Inversement ce dernier se. reserve 
le droit de n'accorder son consentement ,requis pour tout 
transfert valable d'un navire hellénique & des ressortissants 
étrangers, qu'a bon escient et une fois ousde ee checuie: 
ons prises, | | | | 

D'autre part, les autorités de port helléniques ont 


été avisées de refuser tout approvisionnement en vivres et |. 
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combustibles aux navires suspects de transporter des immigrés 
jllicites et de veiller a la plus stricte application des dis 
positions de la Convention internationale de 1929 sur Las * 
"sauvegarde de la “ie en mer "ainsi que de celle de 1930 sur 
“les lignes de chargement", 7 

Enf in,pour mieux coordonner totites ces mesuresy. de. | 


ivietiee Royal de ‘la Marine Marchande répondant a une: sug 


gestion de L' Amba ssade de ga Majesté Britannique &. Athbnes 


“ontieiia© 20000 — a pans 


a}GOOM OF GREECE 


a rte pe erence 


MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


a entrepris de dresser une liste noire des armateurs dont 
les navires servent au transport d'immigrés illicites et 
vient de stadresser aux services britanniques compéetents 
les priant de lui eommunvoues tous les renseignements uti- 
les en leur possession concernant les navires et les per- 
sonnes se livrant ou suspects de se livrer % ce trafic, 

in terminant, je désire réitérer & Votre Excellence 
L'assurance deja donnée par Monsieur C,.Tsaldaris dans sa let- 
tre du 24 Juin dernier adressée 4 Monsieur le Secrétaire Gé- 
néral de 1'O.N,U, a propos de la note de Sir Alexander Cadogan 
que le Gouvernement Royal n'est en aucune maniere disposé 3 
souffrir que le territoire hellénique serve de transit ou de 
base de dénart & ce mouvement, De cette détermination il vient 
de fournir une preuve récente en refoulant au lieu de leur 
provenance six Juifs trouvés en possession de faux titres 
de voyage a bord du navire panaméen "Cadio" faisant éscale 
au Pirée., 


Veuillez agréer Monsievr le Ministre les assurances 
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de ma tres haute consideration, 
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Brief for the Secretary of State at the Cabinet 
on @uly 3list, 1O &eMe 


Jewish illegal immigration: return of the illegal 
immigrants from the "President Warfield" to the 
South of France. 


My colleagues will have seen the latest telegrams from 
H.M. Ambassador at Paris, reporting that our efforts to 
secure the disembarkation of the Jewish illegal immigrants 
who have been sent back to Port de Bouc in three transports, 
have so far failed, owing to the failure of the French authori-: 
ties to co-operate with us. At a meeting of the Ministerial 
Committee on Illegal Immigration yesterday H.M. Minister at 
Paris explained in greater detail the difficulties which we 
were up @gainst in securing the co-operation of the French 
authorities and the disembarkation of the refugees, 


The consensus of opinion at yesterday's meeting, in 
which I now seek your concurrence, was as follows:- 


saQuasafay 


(a) Unfortunately the French authorities were refusing 
to co-operate with us in forcing the illegal immigrants to 
land and, in the absence of Such co-operation, it was not 
feasible for us to land them by force. 


(b) There could be no question of these illegal immigrants 
being returned to Cyprus oF Palestine and thereby qualifying 
for the legal quota. It should be made clear publicly and 
in a Statement to the immigrants that, even if they persisted 
in their refusal to return to France, there was no hope of 
their being Sent to Cyprus or to Palestine. 


(c) There was no reason to withdraw the transports 
immediately, though it might be Gesirable for them to stand 
out Some way further from the port if the situation of the 
military on board Should become difficult owing to hostile 
demonstrations. we Should hope that, after a few days! 
delay, a calmer spirit might reign amongst the immigrants 
and they might be persuaded, as a result of the discomforts 

of life on a stationary ship, to go ashore beaceably. 
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(ad) We must now consider urgently the problem of an 
alternative destination for these people if it should prove 
impossible to land them on French soil. The Colonial 
Secretary undertook to look into suitable destinations in 
West Africa and I for my part am prepared to examine the 
possibility of sending a certain number to the British Zone 
of Germany &@s a deterrent to the traffic. The Minister of 
Transport would look into the problems of transportation, 
should it be necessary to send the convoy on to another 


destination. 


Arising out of (d), there is a possibility that we might 
secure French consent to the return of the illegal immigrants 
to France via Hamburg and the British zone. The French 
authorities would in that event be spared any forcible disem- 
barkation: all they would have to do would be to admit train- 


loads/ 


wt 


[This eas eal is of particular secrecy and should be 
y the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


retained 
Cypher/OTP. 
CABINET DLSTRIBUTION 
FROM PARTS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Duff Cooper 
03s 770 


NO3 De 2015 Dems July 30th, 1947. 


July 50th, 1947. Re 3030 deme July 30th, 1947. 


Repeated to Marseilles 
| Commander—in-Chief Mediterranean 


| SSSSS 
MOST IMMEDIATE 


Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to 
Commander—in-Chief Mediterranean. 


Your telegram No. 1741. 
President Warfield. 


I am quite sure that it would be useless to ask 
the French Government to give the necessary instructions 
to their officials to assist us in using force to 
discubark passengers. Such a decision would in any 
case necessitate a Cabinet meeting, and the Socialist 
Ministers, including the Prime Minister, feel ee 
strongly on the subject. M. Danicl Mayer, Minister of 
Labour, rccently informed me that M. Moch, Minister of 
Transport, had convinced the Cabinet that Franoe had 
been in no way to blame in this matter, The press (my 
telegram No. 769) are unanimous in condemning Gr ea t 
Britain pee t and the reaction throughout France to 
the use of violence against those who are represented 
as having escaped from German prison camps would be 


deplorable. 


2.  Mre Ashley Clarke is flying to London this 
afternoon in order to discuss the matter. .Meanwhile, 

T an suspending action on your eee ote under reference. 
The result could only be that Minister for Foreign 
Affairs would genuinely assure me of his desire to co 
operate, but also of his impotence to persuade his 
colleagues. We are insisting on tugs being made 
ayailenic +o passengers who may be willing to disembarke 


Copies sent to War Registry, Admiralty for _ 
ea tition to Comnander-in=Chief Medi erranean | 


saouasafay 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


iin Clair CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOPRIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


No. 1,741. 


50th July, 1947. 


De 1.10 pei. SOthe J ulys. 194 /« 


Repeated to: Marscilles No. 102 
| C.1.C.tiediterrancan 
CC s MBL .8: | 


MOST IMMEDIATE : 


SECRET 


Your telegram No, 764 and Marseilles tclegrams 
Nos, 107 and 109 .of July 29th; "President Warfield" ] 


| I attach the utmost importance to the discmbarkation 

of the passengers from the three vesscls and cannot agree 
to the withdrawal of the ships es you suggest. It is 
therefore: essential that the French authoritics should give 
sufficient co-opcration to make it possible to carry out 
the operation, 


2. 1 shall be glad, therefore, if you will now make the 
strongest possible representations to the French Govern- 
ment and request them to send urgent and categoric . 
instructions to the sub-prefect to co-opcrate in dis- 
ebarking voluntecrs and non-voluntcers alike and to ensure 
that these instructions are carried out. You should refer 
back to the undertaking which M. Bidault geveo me thet the 
Jews would be teken back into France (Paris telegram 

No. 682); cuphssise that this has, in fact, been nullified 
by the attitude of the local authorities which, as 
Marseilles telegraia No. 109 shows, has amounted so far 

to sheer obstruction and meke it ewphatically clear thet 
we count upon them to honour their undertaking by admitting 
non-voluntcers either at Port de Bouc or if now preferable 
at some other port. Press reports state, morcover, that, 
contrary to the assurance which the French Government gave 
thet no small crsft would be allowed near the ships, a 
Hagenah launch, fitted with loudspcakers, was permitted TO 
approach thé convoy end incite the passengers to refuse to 
disembark, This undoubtedly had sn unfortunate influence 
on the passengers, 3 


3, You should make it clear to the French Government _ 
that we regard this matter as of crucial importance. Some 
of the Jewish leaders on board are clearly trying to work 
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up the passengers into a hysterical statc of mind, and 

it is in the interests of the passengers themsclves that ~ 
the French Authoritics should co-operate with us in exerting 
a calming influcncc and in helping to carry out dis- 
embarkation in as orderly 9 manner as possible, If the 
French Government refuse, it can only mcan incressed. 
suffering for these misguided pcople. 


i. As the French authoritics have failed to provide 

tugs for the disembarkation operations, it would scei 
that the most satisfectory arrangement now would be for 
the vessels to go alongside, eithtr in Port de Bouc or 
elsewhere, to carry out discmbarkation, and for the 
French local authorities to teke adequate steps to ensure 
the maintenance of order during discmbarkation opcre tions. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


Cypher/OTP a DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM FOR3IGN OFFIC. TO MARSEILLES 


No. 100 


29th July 1947. D. 8640 am. SOth July 1947. 


Repeated to: Paris No. 1487 Saving. 


vTvvV 


TiwPORTNT. 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


We understand that the British transports will 
run out of Victuals for the Jewish illegal | 
immigrants on July 30th. The French authorities 
have offercd to provide food and lodging for 
these people ashore. ‘Ve cannot arrange for further 
victuals to be provided on poard and this should be 
made clear to all parties. | 
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ticular secrecy < should be 
mis of parvicular,secresy and s 
ents of by the sethorised recipient and not passed on. | 


cyphe t/ONe CABINER DISTRIBUTION 
PROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFELCE 


Mr. Duff Cooper D. 6.46 pom. July 29th, 1947, 
No, 764. 7 R, 8,10 pm July 99th, 1947, 


July 29th, 1947. 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Marseilles). na as tapanean 
Commande r1n-Oni 6% Wadi terranean, 


MOST IMMEDIATE. 
LIGHT. 


Foreign Office pleasc rapeat to C,-in-G,. 
Mediterranean and to Jerusalem as my telegram No, 24, 


President Warfield. 


The French press ers making the most of the 
situation that now exists at Fort de Bouc which is as 
T ventured to foretell (see my telegram No, 745) most 
unedifying. It must now be apparent that to attempt 
to land the emigrants by force Without French 
co-operation and in fase of the hostility of the 
pop ation is not a practicable operation and I 

herefore yécomend most strongly shat the ships be 
withdrawn with the least possible delay. 
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The fact that the Frencn Government has 
behaved very badly does not affect the situation 
that has arisen and it is a fact which will require 
time to impress upon the french people, Meanwhile all 
the odium is being incurced by His Majesty's Government, 


[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for 
repetition to C,-in-C. Mcditerranean and to Telegraph 
Section Colonial Office for repetition to Jerusalem. ] 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on, | 


Cypher/OTP 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Serene ensentnnetioncscantn eet or pe een CA PT EATS ECS ID OT LTT 


lir, K 
Wo; 109 D, 2.43 am, July 30th, 1947, 
July 29th, 1947, R. 6. 0 a.m, July 30th, 1947, 


Repeated to Paris. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


SECRET 
My telegram No. 107; “President Warficld". 


Second and third transports were visited during the 
afternoon with the same results, Procedure of 
Committee was also similar but on second transport they 
ot rather out of hand and mingled with immigrants, this 
ed to exchange of etait and answers and Sub-Prefect 
asked a few selected immigrants specifically whether they 
wished to come to France, After some wavering they were 
intimidated by others into refusing. 


9, On the strength of this and the fact that there 
had been mass refusal to land by all threc transports 
Sub-Prefect and Committee affected to believe that none 
would land ee Military Commander asked for 
landing craft and doctors to stand PY one of the transports 
tomorrow morning but Sub-Prefect flatly refused saying that 
in the circumstences he could take no further action wit hout 
instructions from Paris, | 
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8, This is sheer obstruction since Officer Commanding 
troops is satisfied that with no further outside interference 
a certain number of volunteers would land tomorrow. We 
strongly protested that mass refusal was rage 3) Sac of 
hysteria and intimidation and was no proof whatever that no 
one would land; but the French authorities were adamant 
that they could not do more without instructions, I hope 
therefore that His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris will 
intervene urgently so: that the necessary instructions are 
sent to the Iocal authorities to continue to provide the 
agreed facilities for the operation, 


4, As stated, however, in my telegram under reference, 
the real point still remains whether the French can be 
induced to co-operate in some use of force without which 
we fear there will be relatively few disembarkations, 


_ 5 Above is not (repeat not) agreed textually with | 
Officer Commanding troops who is not at present avallable here. 
F,O, please repcat MOST IMMEDIATE to C.-in-C. Mediterrenean, 


[Copies sent to Admiralty for repetition to C,-in-C, 
Mediterranean, | | 


they te 
7 ; MM pt pel 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on, | 


Cypher/OTP 


CABINET DISTRIBUTLON 
FROM MARSELLLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, ray | 
No, 107. D wm, July 99th, 1947, 


oud 


July 29th, 1947, R, Som. Tuly 29th’ 1947° 


, a a a A a 


LOST Le EDI.TE 


- President Jarfield. 


Committee visited Runnymede Park this morning and 
acting Préfet read out revised communiqué. Unanimous 
response of Jews was refusal to accept French offer. We 
fear passengers on the other vessels will react siwilarly. 

- 9, ‘fe are now in no doubt that the passengers will 
not disembark without’ use of force. French authorities 
have made it plain that they can only accept genuine 
yolunteers.. 


:aduasafay 


3, Our dilenaa is that the use of force without 
French co-operation ceunot be successful. They will not 
provide tugs for unwilling passengers. If on the other 
hand we brought trensports alongside the quays the French 
police could not be expected to co-operate in kepping the 
port clear. ; | 


4. Port de Bouc being a Coranunist area something 
like pitched battles wight well take place on land not to 
mention the difficulties with Jewish Lgep. undec. 
antagonists on shore. | 
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5. If the operation is to continue it is therefore 
essential to get French agreeiient to co-operate in the 
use of force and accept non=-volunteers. 

6. Please send urgent instructions. 

7,  «gbove has been agreed with nilitary-sommander. 


8. Foreign Office. repeat liost Immediate to 
Connander-in-Chief tfediterranean. 


[Copies sent to War Registry Adairalty for 
repetition to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean], 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO,2, | 


FROM PARIS TO FORSIGN OFFICH 


Mr. Duff Cooper Do 8.00 pem. 26th July 1947 
No. 755 Re 9-10 poem. 26th July 1947 


26th July 1947 
Repeated to Marseilles 
Jerusalem 
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean 


ccccce 
MOST Ih DIAwis 
ECRUT 


olCRis' 
Your telegram No. 1709: President Warfield. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs state that instructions 
having now been issued to all authorities with the 
express approval of Prime Minister it will be very 
difficult to obtain formal modification at this late 
stage. They have, however, instructed their representative 
on the committee immediately on arrival in Marseilles 
tomorrow (27th July) to inform Prefect that British 
Officer in Charge of Warfield's passengers considers that 
they will disembark peacefully provided that no outside 
propaganda reaches them. He is to say that in view of this 
new information it is surely better that the persons going 
on board on arrival should be confined to usual police 
and health officials, together with representatives 
of International Red Cross and 1.GeC. who will help with 
removal of stretcher cases. If he cannot secure this 
he is to try to get proposed message suppressed altogether 
or at very least modified in accordance with your wishes. 


2 We cannat be sure that this will come off but 
we shall rely on His Majesty's Consul-General and ifr. 
Coulson (who leaves for Marseilles by air 27th July) 
to try to carry point in the committee. 


| 5. Your telegram No. 1701. We have throughout reserved 
the right to use force in the last resort and have 

reiterated it today in the presence of official who will 
represent Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Committee. You may 
nevertheless still want to consider whether British Officer 
in Charge of the operation and His Majesty's Consul-General 
in consultation should not be granted latitude to call off 
physical operations if there appears to be danger of very 
grave incident of a character which We cannot foresee but 
which may call for an immediate decision on the spot. 


Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Jerusalem as 


my telegram No. 23 and Most Immediate to C-in-C Mediterranean,. 


[Copies sent to Admival ty and Colonial Office for 
repetition to C-in-C Mediterranean and Jerusalem] 


iaouasafay 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


Be» 4/48/6 
Secret 
Cypher /OTP 
| FROM T 
No, 97 | | | 
27th July 19476 D. 2440 ne HO a TO 
Repeated to: | = 
Paris Noe 1721 (wost wines ate) > 
Commander-in-Chief jedi terranean (iiost Tamodiate) 
Jerusalem — 
Coumander-in-Chiet MAE. le Fe Gitost Tamediste) ° 


ovvv. 


MOST TMMEDIATE. 


vy telegram No. 1712 and Saris telegran 3 Nos 754 
aad 26th July: President Warfield)... ws , 


7 I confirm the instructions contained in. ‘pétagraghs 
4, 2 and 3 of Paris seas aa 754 as amended ay my 
telegram No. ‘Arie. a : : 


oe After careful uaiewetion it has been ‘tectaea 
to revise instructions in aa els 4 of Paris telegram 
No,» 704 “in order: ” : SB sae ees 
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o (a) ts define precisely ‘the ‘respective respon- : 
sibilities: or youeert: and OQ. eee. tat | 


—(b) fo allow you nd exercise of Alsoretion within 
clearly, stated oo, —— , > 4 


Be | You. ‘should, toretax’s.. in. Sees of ‘Ang true tions 
in paragraph 4 of. paras proclamead 75% substitute: the 
following. | — | , Gitte ee OP eat, : ’ 


he Besse 


Te secs péssible that the following problons cel 
arise, eee for a decision on the spot: 


(a) If the. ‘dumigrants | refuse +o leave. the shass! for 
ay tugs,. at what stage should force be employed?” -You 
_ should’ of: qourse’ give . Ce. ce, the neneite of* your 


_ /advies 


ad . 
oo, , 
oe . 
' 
2 
: ® 
. . . . 
~ 


Cr rs re 


ae ~ oe . 
4. er at 


advice on this point, but the rosponsibility” 
for a decision lies with him. 


(b) If the “immigrants refuse to leave. . 
the tugs for French soil; what action should be 
taken? ---._ Pe 


‘s "fe 


5. In this connexion you should’ bear:ins. >. 

mind that it is most important that all Jews |. | 
should be disembarked. On suecess of operation’... 
depends effective establishment of principle oo 
of Refoulement, which should have very preat 

effect in discouraging future illegal immigration. 
Besides, any Jews remaining on board the.ships 
could only be taken to Cyprus as there is no ~~ 

other possible destination for them, and this, a. 
after all that has taken place, would make MOSE “+ trees 
unfortunate impression.of weakness which should ” 
at all costs be avoided. oe Dey: 


1a9Quasasay 


6.  Disembarkation: from the tugs will be.an 
exclusively French responsibility. However’ 
their failure to transfer the oassengers from _ 

_ the tugs to the land may threaten the success of 
the purely British operation of transferring. 
them from the ships to the tugs in- two possible. 
wayS, .. Hither: Oo 


(4) The French may rée,uest us ‘to take these 
passengers back, on board the ships, OLs 
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(4i) There may be no empty tugs left. | _ 
You should not agree to the French request envisaged in 
(4) ‘above, unless you and 0.C. Troops consider that 
this is actually.necessary to promote. the sugcess — 
of the operation. As regards (ii) above, you‘. . 
should advise 0.C. Troops in the light of circumstances 
prevailing (and with the objective of ensuring ©. «: 
. the success of the operation). Situation. might | 
for exaiple justify demand to local French. 
authorities for permission for ships to go © 
‘alongside or, alternatively, it may be necessary 
-' ¢o.postpone procesdings until French authorities 
7. inake amore tugs.-available. : 


Te ‘With reference to paragraph 4 of Paris telegram 
No. 755 you -have discretion in event of danger 
of very grave incident to advise 0.C. Troops... | 
temporarily to hold up discwbarkation, but operation 
| /ghoulderece'ee:. 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


Se 


should on no account be abandoned without express 
instructions from London. i | 


8. In connexion with paragraph 4 of Paris 
telegraa No. 753 and paragraph 2 of Paris telegran 
No. 754, we hope French cowuittee will not go on 
board at all. 0.C. Troops, should, therefore, if 
he considers this will promote success of operation, 
ake a statenent to passengers as indicated in 

iay telegram No. 1709 to Paris and ensure that this 
is disseminated throughout all ships as early as 
possible. | 


9, I presuae that necessary arrangeients are 
being wade to maintain constant contact between 
yourself and 0.C. Troops throughout operations 


40. I would eaphasise once wore that operation 
Will only be fully successful when all Jews have 
diseubarked. | | 


11. These instructions have been agreed by War 
Office and Adniralty. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


X, 


B...../48/6 
SECRET 
Gypher/OTP - DEPARTMINTAL No, 2 

FROM FORKIGN OFFIC 10 PaRIS | 


D. 10.00 pem. 26th July, 1947 


No, 1712 
96th July, 1947 


Repeated to: Marseilles (Im Oped oi _ 
: Commander in ‘ Mediterranean (Immediate) 


Jerusalem 


uuuuu 
IMMEDI AcE 


SECRET oe | | 
Your telegrams Nos. 753 and 754 [of 26th July: 
"President Warfield" ]. , : 


We agree to proposal in Heo 5 of your 
telegram No. 755 and presume hat you Will secure 
French consent in spite of paragraph (D) of your 
telegram No. 750. 


9, We agree to paragraphs 1, 2 and 5 of your 
telegram No. 754 Bub lect o the following amendments 
already agreed by telephone: | 


a) In first sentence of paragraph 2 for the | 
eR transhipment", substitute "transhipment, 


if possible voluntarily"... 


(b) In paragraph 3 (a) insert the words "from the 
tugs" between"passengers" and"must be", 


3, In connexion Wish paragraph 4 of your tele ram 
No, 753 please see our telegram No. 1709. We should 
prefer to await French reply before taking any aetion. 


4, We are very doubtful, gah about paragraph 4 
of your telegram No, 754 (repeat 754). in view of its 
operational implications, we are consulting the 

War Office and will telegraph agreed instructions on 27th 


July. 


aduasas ay 
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© oorv 
(E 67413/48/c) 
TOP SECRET DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


Cypher/OTP : 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


No.w470 D. 3615 pem. 26th July 1947. 
26th July .1947, 
Repeated to Marseilles No, 94 (Most Immediate). 
7 Comaander~in-Chief Mediterranean (Most Imnediate) 
Jerusalem . 
Commander=-in-Chief M.E.L.F, 


—=_=_ ef Fe a SF of 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 


Your telegrams Nos. 747, 749 and 750 fof 25th July: 
"President Warfield"/, 


While general arrangements decided upon by French 
Government seem quite satisfactory, I am very much con- 
cerned about arrangements for committee to go on board 
and make statement on the lines indicated in paragraph (e) 
of your telegrain No. 750. 


2e It would be far preferable that committee do not go 
on board at all, but if this cannot be prevented, then jt 
4s of utmost importance that statement Should be amended 
to omit the objectionable phrases "French Government, secee 
will not force them to disembark", "will give refuge to 


@li who disembark voluntarily. Those who decide to disembark 
eeoope’ and the whole of the ree sentence, 


3 It is of course for His Majesty's Government to arrange 
disembarkation and for the French Government to arrange 
reception when they have left the ship and French Govern«~ 
ment must not interfere with our part of the operation. It 
is intention of His Majesty's Government that everything 
possible should be done to ensure voluntary and peaceful 
disembarkation of the passengers (see in this connexion my 
telegram No, 1707), but His Majesty's Government must reserve 
the right, if the passengers resist, to uge such foree as 

is necessary, In any event, no encouragement must be given 
to the passengers not (repeat not) to disembark, 
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4, Please make urgent and pressing representations to the 
French Government on this matter. You should in the first 
instance urge the French Government to agree that the 
committee should not go aboard the vessels. If, however, 
they insist on this you should urge that the proposed 
Statement is modified in the sense indicated above, 


5. We Should be prepared if necessary to agcept statement 
on following lines:~ 


"French Government wish to make known to the immigrants 
who were on board the "Exodus 1947" that they will give them 
refuge on French soil, where they will enjoy all the freedom 
eto. etc." ~ and delete the final sentence beginning "In 
CONSEQUENCE. eovee'te 


Cypher/OLrP DEPARTMuNUAL NO, 2, 
FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFIC 


Mr. Duff Cooper . De 2.40 Dem. 26th July 1947 -. 
No. 754 | ° | RB 8.55 pam, 26th July 1947 


26th July 1947. | 
Repeated to Jérusalem : 
7  Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean 
Marseilles _# 4 
| | cece oo 
MOS Tis DIATE * 
SuCRar- 


My immediately preceding telegrams President Warficld, 


Following are draft instructions to His Majesty's 
Consul General at Marseilles, 


Youare responsible 


(a) For representing His ilajesty's Government on the 


committce to be, set up by the Prefect of the Bouches du Rhong,~ 


‘(b) For ensuring liaison between the French and British 
authorities concerned; for this purpose you should make the 
earliest possible contact with the Senior British Officer 
in charge of the refugecs. | ) | 


| (c) For advising the Senior British Officer in the 
light of the local situation. 


2. Theobjcct to be achicved is to ensure the 
voluntary transhipment into French tugs of the maximum 
number of passengers. For this purpose, it will be important 


(a) To ensure that the French authorities make their 
offer of hospitality as attractive as possible. 


(bd) To ensure thet this is fully understood by the 
passengers. | 


(c) To encourage by all suitable means that an carly — 
lead to disembark is Piven which will be followcd by the rest, 


oe It shoulad.be barne in mind 
(a) That the putting ashore of passengers must be a 


French operation for which the French authorities are 
/ entircelyeesces 
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Que 


entirely responsible. 


(b) That in no circumstances should mombers of 
the british armed forces set foot on French soil, - 


(c) That every possible precaution must be taken 
to prevent a serious Anglo-French incident arising, © 


_ (d) That priority should be given to the 
landing of stretcher cascs; for this purpose arrange~ 
ments should be made to allow representatives of the 
International Red Cross Committee on board the 
transports, (This may in itself encourage a general 
move to land). - 


4, The main problems likely to arise are: 


(a) Whether, in the cvent. of a considerable 
numbcr of passengers refusing to disembark, they 
should be forcibly pleccd in the tugs (or landing- 
craft) provided by the French, It will be for you to 
decide, basing yourself on the temper of the French 
‘authorities with whom you are in contact, at what 

point to advise the Senior British Officer to use such 
force,’ | 


(b) What action should be taken if persons 
forcibly embarkcd refuse to land and are returned 
to thé transports by the French authoritics,- In 
this cvent, you should advise the British Commander 
to take them back on board, : 


(c) What should be donc With pessengers who never 
leave the transports or are returned to them by the 
French suthoritics. Subjcct to any furthcr instructions 
received from the Foreign Office you should advise 
the Senior Sritish Officer to hold them and await 
instructions for departure. This vcriod may amount 
to some days end in thc mcenwhile he should use every 
endeavour to induce them to land, 


Foreign Office plcase repeat Most Imincdiate to 
Jerusalem as my telegram ifo, 22 and Most Immediate 
to Commander-in-Chicf Heditcrrancan, - 


[Copics scent to Admiralty and to Colonial 


Officc for repetition to Commander-~in-Chief 
Mediterrancan and Jerusalem resncctivcly] 


* 
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Gypher OTP DEPARTMENTAL NoOe 2 


Mr, Du £ Cooper - a 
No. 753 7 _ | 
26th July 1947i Ry “Je20 Pome 26th July 1947. 


| De 2005 Dems 26th July 19h? 


Repeated to Jerusalem | 2 
Commander~in-Chief Mediterrancan — 
Marseilles © : “ 


MOST TMMED TATE Bigg eh lg 


please repeat Most Immediate to Jerusalem 


Foreign Office 
mediate to Commandersin Ohi? 


as my telegram Noe 21 and Most In 
Meditcrrancane | 


Secret. 


raQuasafay 


My telegram Noe 7/50. 

President Warfield. 

My immediately following telegram contains draft 
instructions we have prepared for His Majesty's Consul~ 
Gencral Marscillcs. 

® If you approve please arrange for similar instructions 
to be sent to Commander-in-Chief Mcditerranecan and ict us know 
inmcdiatclye | 

3, Wo shall press French to agree to deletion from 


communiqué of words "will not forge them to disembark but" or 
failing that to have no communiqué at all, but we are not 


sanguine of SUCGOSSe 


de AS it will be extrenely difficult, 4f not inpossible. 
to prevent Counittec representatives speaking to passengers 
on lines of the commmigqué once ,ships have arrived we suggest 
that substance of the communique, stressing French offer of 
hospitality, should be disseminated among passengers at once 
sn order to encourage then to lands May convoy be instructed 


accordingly? 
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5  Plcase inforn us who 4s the senior British officer 
iin charge of the refugecs, in what ship he is travelling, and 
any relevant details about British formation in charge of 
convoy and refugecs. We consider it important that His 
Majcsty's Consul General should be able to discuss plans with 
senior British officer before disenbarkation operation begins» 
Best arrangenent would be for one of escorting ships to carry 


hin 


~w 2 7 | 4 | 

him ahead of convoy to Marseilles where he would meet Consul 
Geneta » say sonctime,on Monday morning July 20t he Naval 
Attaché will inform Ministry of Marine of His Majesty's 
Ships movement if you agrece | | : 


6, Please inform us how many stretcher cases there 
now arc and in what condition. , 


| Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty ond Telegraph 
eakten Golonial Office for retransmission to Commander~in~ 


Chief Mediterrancan and Jcrusalen respectively].- 
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LNESDED DISIRI BUTTON 
15th July 1947 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 
CYPHER/ OPP 


C..PINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PRIS TC FORBIGN OF “TCE. 


Mr Duff Cooper D.8.14 poem 12th July 1547 
yaseee I pem t uly 1 


léeth July 1947 R.9.55 Dem. 12th July 1947 
Repeated to Jerusalen 


44 4 4 
TMDL. TE 


Foreign Office please repeat to Jerusalem as my telegram 
telegram No:9, 


Following from Secretary of State, 
Jewisn Illegal Tmmnigration,. 


_ I protested er oneey. to k. Bidault this morning 
against the failure of the French authorities to prevent 
the "President Warfield" fron sailing from Sete with 
(according to latest reports) 4,000 passengers. I stated 
that we intended to make an example of this ot by 
obliging her to return to a French port with all her 
passengers and I counted on the French to co-operate 
y receiving her back and disembarking the passengers, 
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2. M.Bidault agreed to this, 


5d, Please arrange according] y with the jdmiralty. 


If, as I presuite, action cannot be taken until ship 
reaches Palestine territorial waters, I trust that there 
will be a sufficiently impressive show of naval strength 
as the "President Warfield" is a comparatively meu 
vessel and there are a large number of persons on board, 
If there is any difficulty about accommodating escort 
and controlling passenzez's on return journey I suggest 
that other ships should be called upon to assist but that 
before re-entering French waters all passengers should be 
re-embarked in ‘President Warfield". 


4, Ministry of Foreign iffairs have been warned 
that ship may nerself seek to enter French North jfrican 
waters about 2200 hours this evening 12th July. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial 
office for transmission to Jerusalem]. 
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EC 76 


No.62474-4526 G.S. 


CONFIDENTIAL | 7, } 
| PIO RUS AT pe 
The Hague, 26th July 1947- —~ 


Dear Mr. Bevin, 


I wish to thank you for your personal and 
confidential letter Nr. E 5001/48/G of June 27th, which 
was handed to me by Sir Nevile Bland. 

I brought the question of the Jewish illegal 
immigrant traffic to the attention of my colleagues. 

On behalf of Her Majesty's Gevernment I wish 
to thank you for your words of appreciation for the help 
we were able to give. I followed with interest the action 
taken by the General Assembly requesting all Governments 
and peoples to refrain, pending action on the report of 
the special Committee on Palestine, from the threat or use 
of force, or any other action, which might create an 
atmosphere prejudicial to an early settlement of the 
question of Palestine. 

I have been authorized by my colleagues to 
inform you that you can rest assured of the assistance 
of the Netherlands Government within the scope of the 
existing Netherlands legislation, in particular with 
regard to the stopping of any unauthorized departure of 
immigrants into Palestine and the fitting out and 
bunkering of ships engaged in the traftic should the 
presence of such ships in the Netherlands waters occur. 

Believe me, 

— Yours sincerely, 


The Right Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P. 

His Britannic Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aftairs, 

Forei Office 

LONDON S.W.1. 
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R: 10:40 pelts Sth August, 
Sth August, 1947, 

Repeated to Paris, 

TMMEDIATE 


SEGRET. 


Illegal Jewish imnigration. 
My telegram 124, 


} ‘ 
: . 
“ane 


ke—e-—pesuit Jews are expected to gundec. ? 
disembark today] subject to weather conditions, 


2. There is no (repeat no) truth in the report 
of an outbreak of dysentry on board but there are some 
cases of diarrhoea, 


8, Press representatives including four Jewish 
ournalists visited ansports today. They are believed 
o have been impressed by the d relations existing 
on board, They are authorised to admit press photographers 


ag well. 


:aduasafay 


4, It has becomeessential for "Runnymede Park" 
to bunker without further delay and we are bringing her 
to Marseilles for the purpose on August 6th (Foreign 
Office telegram 110 refers). 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat] 
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DEPAR MEN TAL NQ. 1. 


Telegram Noe 125 of Sth August 1947 from 
Marseilles to Foreign Office. 
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Paragraph 1, line i. For "As a result" 
please read "Nineteen". 


Communications Department. 
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CYPHER/OTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Kay, | | 
No. 124. D: 7.35 pom. 4th August 1947, . 


4th August, 1947. R: 10.40 pom. 4th August ,194/, 


Repeated to: Paris. 

Go Ge Ge 
IMs DIATE 
SECRET 


Illegal Jewish immigration, 
My telegram No. 121. 


Four Jews disembarked to~day, 


saQuasafay 


Master "Ocean Urgow" announced [grp,omtd, | 
expires August 9th and we heve telegraphed Minis try 
of Transport asking for instructions in the event 
of crew demanding release, 


Officer Commanding Troops suggests that immigrants 
are allowed newspapers and mail facilities, We assume 
we ere not allowed to incur expenditure in this 
connexion but await your instructions, 


[Copy sent to Middle Bast Secretariat. | 
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FROM PARTS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Duff Cooper, De 7,59 Peit, 5th August, 1947. 


N0,7 58, 
Re 9.27 pom Sth August, 1947, 
5th August, 1947, 


Repeated to Marseilles, 
Jerusalen. 


IMLE DIATE. 
SEORET. 


yore ane Office please pass to Jerusalem as my 
telegram No, 26. 


Illegal Jewish immigration. 


lig Bousquet asked Mr, perey Clarke to call today 
and indicated that Ministry of Foreign Affairs were mich 
disturbed by the continuing i11 effect on Anglo«French 
relations the absence of any solution to the problem 
of the President Warfield's passengers, He mentioned 

in strict confidence that ilinistry of the Interior had 
now requested the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to require 
of us the immediate withdrawal of the ships now at Port 
de Bouc. Ministry of Foreign Affairs intended to refuse 
this request but were anxious to pr erees eae definite 
line of action to try and induce the immigrants to dis- 
embark so as to bring the existing situation to an end. 
The iiinistry of Foreign Affairs were anxious to be help» 
ful to us and ii, Bousquet enquired whether we had any 


suggestions. 


2 Mr. Ashley Clarke said that obviously 
there were two courses of action open either the use of 
force or the use of persuasion, First of these would 
require co-operation of the French authorities at least 
to the extent of allowing ships to come alongside, clear= 
ing the duay and providing adequate police forces to 
cope with the passengers as shey were landed. M, Bousquet 
was not inclined to dwell on this, 


5. Alternatively it was necessary to persuade 
the passengers that they were not going either to 
Palestine or Cyprus, that their ultimate destination 

ight well be disagreeable and that they might not find 

hemselves free when it i delat Until His Majesty's 

overnment took some decision as to a possible final 
destination it was difficult to put this across as u 

till now the passengers had refused to credit what they 
were told by our military authorities on board. 
Eventually however we should ae rp | wish to count on 
French assistance: in carrying sufficient conviction to 
the mass of the passengers so that the present hold of 
their leaders over them was shaken, 


é 


ae 


apy 
Ss 


Reonne 


suns 


a 2 «=» 


ministerial 
ch intervention 


in any proce 
the Omuhoil 
during the 
norrow 6th 


wee 
he ! mired whoth 


ult were to sec 
: sentative 
ach of the ships and 
on their behalf in the_follc ense, 
twe do not know what ultin ination the 
British Goverment have in mind for you but we do 
know that you are not going to Palestine or Cyprus. 
You may be sent to some distant island or_ perhaps 
to Germany and it may well be that you will not 
be free when yo gst there, Would you not be wise 
to take the opportunity of freedom in France while 
the opportunity still exists"? 


5. after consultation with your department 
, informed the iinistry of 
-guggestion was agreeable 
itted to 


Copies sent to Colonial Office Tele -aph 
oP ton for repetition to jerusalem) 
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TOP SECRET - 
CIPHER TELEGRAM 


This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments 
or Headquarters. or re-transmitted, even. -in cipher, without being paraphrased. 
| (Messages marked O. T.P. need not be paraphrased.) 
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War Office i: == 


CPR UARAATTE 


C-in-C MELF DTO O81100 - B/Aug 
: oe  Desp 8 .ug 47 
TOP SECRET 92999 (Oy 


Following is repeat of PARIS to Foreign Office telegram No 788 
dated 5th August, 1947. 
BEGINS 

Illegal Jewish immigration. 

Me Bousquet asked lire Ashic,, Clarke to call today and 
indicated that Ministry of Foreign Affairs were much disturbed by 
the continuing ill effect on Anglo-French rclations of the absence 
of any solution to the problen of the President Yarficld's 
passcngerse He mentioned in strict conridence that Ministry of 
the Interior had now requested the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
require of us the immediate withdrawal of the ships now at ‘Port de 


BoOuC. Ministry of Foreign Affairs intended to refuse this request 


but were anxious to propose sonic definite line of action to try and 
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induce the imp ers ats to disembark go as to bring the existing 


situation to an end. The Ministry of Forcign Lefeirs WELC anxious 


to be helpful to us and Me Bousguct cnquired whether we hed any 


suggcstionse 
De | Mr. Ashicy Clarke said that ovoviously there were two 


courses of action open cither the use of force or the use of 


persuasion. First of these would require co-operation of the 


BPrench cuthorities «t les st to the extent of allowing ships to come 


nlongside, clearing the quay and providine adequate police forces to. 


cope with the passengers as they were landed. Me Bousquet was not 


s;nclined to dwell on this. 


ro 
. 


Se Alternatively, it” Was necessary a persuade the passengers 
thet ney were not going oithor to Pea Jestine: or cyprus, Pe their 
ultimate destination might WoL. be disagrecable and that. thoy might 

not find themselves frec whon thoy got - thore. © Until Aas ‘Majesty's 
Government took some decision ag to 2 possible final destine cien it 

Was difficult to put this across cs up till new the passengers had 
rofused to credit what they were told by. our ini liteary nuthorities on 
poerde Eventually newouer WC should probe bly wish ‘to count on French 
assistance in ca rrying sufficicnt conviction to the mhss of the | 
passengers so that the present hold of their Lea ders over thom Was 
shakene 

ey. Me Bousquet explained that ministerial sanction would be 
required Pau French intervention in any procedure of this kind and 
unfortuns tely the Council or Ministers only mot once a week GEEEES. 
the present month, aext necting being tomorrow 6th Auguste In view 
of the desirability of avoiding a weck's deley if this opportunity were 
missed he cnquired whether it would meet our views if Me Bidault were 
fs sccok authori ty tomorrow for a representative of the French Government 


to. go on board each of the ships ond speak to the passengers on their 
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behalf in the following SENSCe — Quote wo do not know what ultimate 
destination the British Government have in mind for you put we do 
know that you arc not going to Pelestine or Seite You may be sent 
to some distant island or perhay os to-Germany and it may well be that 
you will not be frce when you gct theree “Would you not be Wise to 


v 


toko the opportunity of. frecdom a a France while. the opportuni ty still 


ere - Unquotce 
De e. 2 After consulations with your depa artment by telephone we have. 


informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that this suggestion Was agree 


able to us and it is & 
a view to discussion & at the “Council | of Ministers. 


ecordingly being edwhd btod to the Minister for 
Foreign Affeirs with 


W | . | : 
Hanes OMe | a | ENDS « 


IMMEDIATE 
_ Message Control. 
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MO 1, 4(8) 


VQMG 
Foreign Office (Mr Beclcy). 


Collonicl Office (Mr Fitzgcrald). 


Admiralty (Mr Dodds). 


Nod Pornetiony)s.. 
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Cypher/OTP 

FROM BORDEAUX TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mir Neirn D. 12. 40 p.m. Sth August, 1947. 
Ser ttoust, 1947, R. 8. 25 p.m. Sth August, 1947. 

22223 

LUMEDIATE 
SauRT 

My telegram No. 52. 

It is confirmed that Paducah sailed fron. 
Bayonne on August 4th at 1900 hours local time. She 
_ @mbarked no (repeat no) passengers. Although ‘she 

ave her pore of destination as Leghorn it is not 

hought she will proceed there. She is still short 
of 40 tons of fuel oil. Northlands is at Bayonne, 


[Copy sent to M.E. Secretariat]. 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(sJ retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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AMBASSADE DE FRANCE : te 
. a i 
A LONDRES 


le 31 Juillet nes 4 
a ae ; 
7145 | 


(7 MUG 1947) 
a ee 


L' Ambassadeur me charge de 
vous envoyer le numéro d'aujourd"hui 
de "Combat" qui contient un article 
"Les paysages de la paix" sur l'affaire 
de 1'EXODUS. 


_ 


j 
i 


3 


Cet article marque un progres 
sur ceux qui ont &t@ publiés jusqu' ici 
par la presse parisienne, bien qu'un de 
ses paragraphes ov il est fait mention 
de "cages flottantes" et de "cargaison 
d'esclaves" ne soit pas conforme 4 ce 


qu'on pourrait souhaiter. | 2 
tee 


ue ee 


a  . a aenenl 
fo--? _ Z 


ae r + Fe 
we 


Sir Orme Sargent, K.C.B., K.C.MG —~ 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State 
Foreign Office, 
S.Wel. 
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Bip One | Eee OnS asks me 
to thank you Tor i 
under cover of your Le Cuber 
the 3Sist July, a cony of 
issue of HOON AE? or tha t date 
Gontad LUNG an article 
WERODUS" arfaire 


(GRO L. J (Pump ha 


4 te ate ow 
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ES PAYSAGES 
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DE LA PAIX 
par jean TEXCIER 


'U. sont-ils donc aujour- 
. d’hui ces lieux paisibles, 
‘et aussi ces hommes, vi- 
vant en confiance au- 
_prés des autres hom- 


ath? BAS HD +O.0 Aber 


2,0 


Qt 


mes ? PENT ' 
Ni. a’ Brest; ot, dans une. at- 
mosphére de: catastrophe. ‘les ha- 
-bitants ont dQ abandonner leurs 
ruines encore fraiches pour s’en- 
foncer. dans les campagnes, chas-: 
_sés par J’incendie. | 
Ni & Port-de-Bouc, d’ot!, sous le 
soleil de Jéhovah, on peut voir, 
_ immobilisés. sur la mer, ces na- 
vires que Iles survivants de 
V’« Exodus », déplorables -témoi- 
gnages des séquelles guerriéres et 
des: libertés détruites, au cri de 
« La Palestine ou la mort ! » re- 
fusent de quitter. - a 
Ainsi, la nature et les hommes 
s’unissent follement pour prolon- 
ger et faire renaitre le drame 
dans‘un monde incapable d’orga- | 
niser méme un sembiant de paix. 


Majs, dans cette affaire de 
’« Exodus », ik ne suffit pas de 
prononcer des anathémes et rien 
ne sera fait si l’on'se borne a 
dire que. la situation ainsi créée 

a. des.milliers. d’innocents révolte | 

- ala fois notre raison. et notre 
sensibilité. J’ai déja dit que le 
probleme. des Juifs « déplacés », 
hétes actuels de ces camps de 
concentration organisés par les 
Alliés pour les « rescapés » des 
bagnes hitlériens,. n’était qu’un 
des aspects tragiques du proble- 
me plus général des réfugiés po- 
litiques dont les Nations Unies 
n’ont pas encore trouvé la solu- 
tion. Au rendez-vous mythique : 
« L’an prochain a ‘Jérusalem » 
s’ajoutent aujourd’hui d'autres 
rendez-vous que des errants de 
toutes nations se donnent aux 
lieux de liberté que redeviendront 
un jour leurs patries confisquées. 

Ce probléme se pose au monde 
civilisé tout entier. et non point 
a la seule Grande-Bretagne, Et si, 
aujourd’hui, 4 propos de |’« Exo- 
dus », cette nation se trouve mise 
en cause, il faut veiller a ce que] 
Vincident, si douloureux soit-il, ne 

serve point de prétexte a une| 
campagne antibritannique dont 
on voit trés bien quelle politique 
et aussi quelles rancunes elles 
peuvent servir. 

On sait que les: questions po- 
sées par la création d’un Etat 
juif:ne sont pas. simples, et on 
comprend que la_ Grande-Breta- 
gne, qui en eut Vidée et qui est 
actuellement responsable de !’or- 
dre en Palestine, ne soit point a 
son aise, prise qu’elle est entre 
le fanatisme de !a Ligue arabe et 
celui de I’Irgoun. Nous devons re- 
connaitre que, dans la situation 
actuelle des choses et des esprits, 
il peut athe dangereux de laisser 
se déverser inceSsamment et sans 
contréle de nouveaux pélerins 
dans ‘un petit univers qui se 
trouve étre un champ de bataille. 
Nous devons -admettre aussi 
qu’aux inconvénients de cette im- 
migration sans retanue s’ajoutent 
les dangers d’une_ traversée ha- 
sardeuse pour des milliers de pas- 
sagers, entassés sur des vaisseaux 
dont. ni la navigabilité, ni le com- 
mandement ne sont contrdélés, et 
qui sont parfois aux mains de 
traflquants. organisés;' Nous sa-} 
vons enfin que la Grande-Breta- 
gne, fait. valoir que le drame de 
I’¢ Exodus » ne se serait pas pro- 
duit si les autorités frangaises 
.wavaient pas laissé s’opérer des 
embarquements aussi aventureux, 

Mais, quoi ! il.n’en reste pas 
moins que dés milliers d’hommes | | 
quj, aprés une attente et un mar-| 
tyre sans nom, se fiant a cette 
espérance que fit naitre une 
grande nation toughée par leurs 
matheurs, se sont, une nuit, en-| 
tassés, munis de leurs pauvres 
bagages, sur une arche de fortu- 
ne. ,espérant trouver enfin le re- 

. pos eur fa terre promise. : 
‘Mais voici que, capturés en mer 
et ramenés a leur point de dé- 
part, ils sont !a, prisonniers, ne 
démordant pas de leur espoir et 
refusant farqguchement de quitter | 
Jes cages flottantes qui font pen- 


aduarafay 
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immobilisés. sur la. mer, ‘ces na- ai 
vires que Iles survivants de{ m 
V’« Exodus », déplorables“témoi-|  d: 
gnages des séquelles guerriéres etj di 
des: libertés détruites, au cri de} 1? 
« La Palestine ou la mort ! » re-| © 
fusent de quitter. - 


Ainsi, la nature et les Romniee 
s’unissent follement pour’ prolon- 
ger et faire rénaitre le drame 
dans: un monde incapable d’orga- : 
niser méme un sembilant de paix. 


Maijs, dans cette affaire de 
’« Exodus », il ne suffit pas de 
Prononcer des anathémes et rien 
ne sera fait si l’on‘se borne af: 
dire que la situation ainsi créée 

»,a-des..milliers-d’ innocents révolte k. 
- & la fois notre raison. et notre 
sensibilité. J’ai déja dit que le 
probleme. des Juifs « déplacés », 
hétes actuels de ces camps de 
concentration organisés par les 
Alliés Pour les « rescapés » des 
bagnes | hitlériens, : n’était qu’un 
des aspects tragiques du probleé- 
me plus général des réfugiés po- 
litiques dont les Nations Unies 
n’ont pas encore trouvé la solu- 
‘tion. Au rendez-vous mythique : 
« L’an- prochain a ‘Jérusalem » 
s’ajoutént aujourd’hui d’autres 
rendez-vous que des errants de 
toutes nations se donnent aux] 
lieux de liberté que redeviendront 
un jour leurs patries confisquées. 

Ce probléme se pose au monde 
civilisé tout entier. et non point 
a la seule Grande-Bretagne, Et si, 
aujourd’hui, a propos de '« Exo- 
dus », cette nation se trouve mise 
en cause, il faut veiller a ce que] 
lincident, si douloureux soit-il, ne 

_ serve point de prétexte & une| 
campagne antibritannique dont 
on voit trés bien quelle politique 
et aussi quelles  rancunés elles 
pelvent servir. . 

Qn sait que les questions po- 
sécs par la création d’un Etat 
juif:ne sont pas simples, et on 
comprend que la_ Grande-Breta- 
gne, qui en eut V’idée et qui est 
actuellement responsable de Vor- 
dré en Palestine, ne soit point a 
son .aise, prise qu’elle est. entre 
le fanatisme de la Ligue arabe et 
celui de l’Irgoun. Nous devons re- 
connaitre que, dans fa situation 
actuelle des choses et des esprits, 
il peut étre dangereux de laisser 
se déverser inceSsamment et sans 
contréle de nouveaux ‘pélerins 
dans ‘un petit univers qui se 
trouve étre un champ de bataille. 
Nous — devons admettre aussi 
qu’aux inconvénients de cette im- 
migration sans retenue s’ajoutent 
les dangers d’une traversée ha- 
sardeuse pour des milliers de pas- 
sagers, entassés sur des vaisseaux 
dont. ni la navigabilité, ni le com- 
mandement ne sont contrdlés, et 
qui sont parfois aux mains de 
trafiquants. organisés, ‘Nous sa-} 
vons enfin que la-Grande-Breta- 
gne fait. valoir que le drame de 
I'« Exodus » ne Se serait pas pro- 
duit si les autorités francgaises 

_Wwavaient pas. laissé s’opérer des 
embarquements aussi aventureux, 

Mais, quoi ! il_n’en reste pas 
moins que des milliers d’hommes]{ 
qui, aprés une attente et un mar-| 
tyre sans nom, se fiant a cette 
espérance que fit naitre une 
grande nation touchée par leurs 
malheurs, se sont, une nuit, en- 
tassés, munis de leurs pauvres 
bagages, sur une arche de fortu- 
ne. ,espérant trouver. enfin le re- 

. pos sur la terre promise. : 

' ‘Mais voici que, capturés en mer 
et ramenés a leur point de dé- 
part, Ils sont 1a, prisonniers, ne 
démordant pas dé leur espoir et 
refusant farguchement de quitter 
des cag€s flottantes qui font pen- 
ser a ces convols d’explorateurs, 
fournisseurs des grandes ménage- 
rles de.Hargbourg,:ou a ces car- 
gaisons d’esclaves du. temps de 
’Oncle Tom. 

L’incident est dramatique et 
cette grande rumeur qui déferle|]. 
sur ces rivages. .méditerranéens, 
ces lamentations et auss|] ces cris 
de colére, qu’on se dise blen qu’ll 
ne faut ni.en prendre son partl, 
ni tenter de-les étouffer, Il faut 
les comprendre et !/es apaiser. 
Déja, par ’ampleur qu'elle a' pri- 
so, l’affaire n’est plus celle dela 
seule Grande-Bretagne, Elle est 
celle de, toutes les nations civill- 
sées qui ont encore quelque res- 
pect pour la personne humalne. 

- Et sl la tache est difficlle pour. 
notre alliée britannique, tous ses: 
amis, aprés avolr justement, mals 

_ facilement soulagé leurs conscien- 
ces, se dolvént. maintenant de 

. trouver avec elle.la meilleure des 
* solutions possibles, 
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on 
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{ 

| / AG 1347 | | 

Mr. S. Silverman. To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he has any further statement to make concernirg 
the 4,500 immigrants to Palestine removed from the 
Exodus 1947, where they are now, and what are the 
Government's intentions concerning them. 


(Thursday 3ist July) 


S.- Silverman. 


The Jewish illegal immigrants on the President 
Warfield who attempted to enter Palestine, have 
been peturned to France, their country of depar- 
ture. They left France illicitly with forged 
Columbian visas of destination and in defiance of 
French regulations. Those responsible for their 
departure placed them in a ship of approximately 
5,000 tons in contravention of the requirements of 
the International Conventions regarding Load Lines 
and the Safety of Life at Sea. ,Having regard to 
the principle of refoulement,:'‘by. whichnilticit 
entrants into a country afe returned wrenee—they 
ceme, H.iM.G sent these illegal immigrants back in 
three transports of 8,000 tons each with adequate 
rations. The French Government agreed to co-operate 
in their return. 


saduasafay 


The illegal immigrants arrived at the French 
port of Port de Bouc on July 29th and a smal 
number have already gone ashore. I 

3 the remainder, wire are being incited 

by Zionist threats and propaganda refuse the 
offer of the French Governnents that\thair ships yee, 
will in no circumstances be sent backy to Palestine 
or Cyprus. The ships will remain where they are 
for the present,end (all facilities for disembarkation 
in thé power) ef fhe Brifish authorities will continue 
to We provide. 
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C ‘his: arid .ofher:.aspebtsogfthe matter, Hii Grewe 
feel \themeeives entitled to teek+eythe French Govern- 
ment @or-ttei-e ; } 

disembarkation and ih checking the]propaganda which 

is being directed agdinst the Jews] who have shown 

a wish to disembark. 


S.- Silverman. 
(continued) 


Note for Supplementaries 


Any accusation that the convoy consists of 
"nellships" or 'Bateaux-Cages", as is being suggested 
in French Press reports, is completely unfounded. | 
These 4,500 Jews were taken to Palestine by the organ- 
isers of the illegal immigrant traffic in a dangerously 
overloaded ship of approximately 3,000 tons and have 
been returned in three British transports of approxi- 
mately 8,000 tons each. Passengers have received 
adequate rations and relations between them and the 
soldiers and crew have remained good. It is note- 
worthy that, desirable though it would have been 
to return some of the Jews in the "President Warfield" 
(in which they came), this was not found possible 
owing to the unseaworthy condition in which the ship 
arrived in Palestine waters. | 


wv iu clea CO G venco io Wo Feu? 
cag. Code® (5 cade G whiai, R NG 
oud Vo Vale aden 9S Oi. Wee Rel 


Ligece 
Ris grease Kat . 


New 
Wan 


Yo RicawQeM. 
(je cee SVEN lei, We 
6 corole~ chG - 
lie Crete coeCan Otem \ 
oo Di cave baw nf. Oven 
wo -vetwueey F- 


AN RECA 


wit 


at esha 


iaduasafay 


NOONOT ‘3915430 090938 91798Nd 3HL 3O LHDIYAdOD 


EF YI6E- 1% 8/G 


Me Koy 
SL CVCES CEs 
10 b 
horned 6 Aup 
aonsed Y Rup. 


Last Paper. 


Fyny a7 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


aAuP q Rup 


smneea 


Next Paper. 


? 


27437 F,O.P. 


KYL SI G 


(Minutes.) 


“ or 
of , 
Ue) hie oe ee 


ed Ava 1947 


Crd 
an J 
Ge 
jraimbs 
oo 
aS 
eS 


S| 
< 
= 
o> 
= 
=. 
° 
we 
~=4 
= 
m 
vw 
(—~ 
a 
fm 
o 
] 
m 
isd 
° 
b +B 
o 
e 
wt 
= 
ry) 
” 
[ ae 
°o 
3 
=z 


DEPARTMENT AL NO, 1, 


ae i a pee ees 


oo. 1 | D. 7,08 pym, 6th August 1947. 
@th August 1947, oR, 9.45 pam, 6th August 1947, 


Repeated to Paris, 


WeWsWsWsW 


Illegal Jewish immigration. 
My telegram No, 125, | 
Five me disembarked today, Atmosphere 


saouasafay 


an boi Park" 48 coaling at Marseilles 
today; “Empire Rival" ers hmera ee 


Your telegram No,113/ ‘Yo. Purther doctors 
are required, 
[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat, ] 
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Gypher/OIP, | DEPARTWENTAL NOp 1, 


FROM MARSEILIES TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


“Mr. Kay. «De (6.05 pem, Sth August, 1947, 
NO, 125. R: 10:40 Dem 5th August, 1947% 


5th August, 1947. 
Repeated to Paris, 


ZMMEDIATE» 

SECRET. | | 

Illegal Jewish immigration, 
My er 124, 


As—a—vesuit Jews are expected to perpeundec, ? 
disembark today] subject to weather conditions. 


2, There is no (repeat no) truth in the report 
of an outbreak of dysentry on board but there are some 
cases of diarrhoea. “3 


- 


i 


3, Press rp aa LNA including four Jewish 
ournalists visited transports today, They are believed 

o have been impressed by the se relations existing 
on pone They are authorised to admit press photographers 
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4, It has becomeessential for "Runnymede Park" 
to bunker without further delay and we are bringing her 
to Marseilles for_the pose on August 6th (Foreign 
Office telegram 110: refers), : 


[Copy sent to iiddle Rast Secretariat] 
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This is rather a complicated question which has 
already come up at the Official Committee on Illegal 
Immigration (see section 4(c) of the meeting of August 
22nd). I would summarize as follows the action which 
we might most usefully take:- 


saQuasafay 


(a) We should ask Meie5. to supply us with an 
up to date "black-list" of the principal 
Agents and Masters engaged in the illegal 


immigration traffic. This would form the 

basis for a circular to Visa Officers and coulf 
also be communicated by His Majesty's 

Missions to the Governments concerned (amongst 
others the United States and Italian Governmengs 
as suggested byhorfricial Committee - the Greek| 
Government have already received representat-— |. 
ions from us about instituting a "black-list")} 
People on this list would be refused Visas for} 
British territory. 
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(b) Visa Officers should be given discretion 
to take any suitable action available to 
impede the movements of people who have been 
connected with the traffic. This would cover 
& great number of lesser fry like seamen. 

I agree with the Passport Control Department 
that we could not penalise seamen for having 
been at one time connected with a ship which 
later indulged in illegal immigration. On 
the other hand I think we should be justified 
in making things difficult for seamen who 
manned an illegal immigrant ship during her 
voyage of delivery i.e. immediately prior to 
her use in the traffic. The Visa Officers 
would require certain discretion in this 
matter. 


(c) In the circular to Visa Officers we could 
take up the suggestion made in paragraph 10 

of Mr. Ward's letter and ask our people to 
keep in touch with their Italian colleagues 
with a view to preventing the entry into Italy 
of suspect persons. 
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Minutes. | \ 
ge 
JSS 
We should also take up paragraph 11 with 
the Colonial Office. The Government of 


* Palestine seemea to have been either feeble 
or stupid in the case mentioned. 


I should be grateful to learn whether the §& 
Passport Control Department would agree to send & 
out a circular on the above lines, as recommen- @ 
ded by Rome and endorsed by HKastern Department. & 


12, fers 
GS. Beith. 


JG g 
8th September 1947. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ROME. 


2th July, 194-7. 


FY%ibb 


. ‘ bans sd 
j 


Our Visa Officer has been corresponding with the 
Director of Passport Control and the Commissioner of Migration 
about the question of granting visas to persons known to be 
engaged in the organisation of illegal immigration to Palestinee 


Noe AVO/GP/9- 


26 We understand that the Cabinet Committee are in favour of 
maximum obstruction of the plans of such organisers, and it seems 
obvious that the control we have here over the granting of visas 

to the United Kingdom, Palestine, Egypt and - to a certain extent = 
Austria, can be used with telling effect to cause delay and trouble 
to the huge and complicated organisation which is collecting 


refugees in Central Europe, moving them through Italy to the coast 
at prescribed times and arranging for their clandestine embarkatione 


3e There are the following ways in which obstructions can be 
effectively used, and as you will see such tactics are already 


proving their worth. 


Le The most vulnerable targets are the Italian ship-owmers and 
shipping agents, Jewish or otherwise, who allow their ships and 
facilities to be used for the illegal traffic. These men often 
stand to lose heavily if their normal business visits to Egypt and 
the United Kingdom are obstructed. Even more than this, the 
feeling that they are "black-listed" by His Majesty's Government 
is a very uncomfortable one. The lessons of the war-time navicert 
system have not been forgotten, and every shipper knows that 
"black=listing" connotes, at the very least, all kinds of awkward 


and annoying complications. 


De Achille LAURO, a ship-owner who was responsible for fitting 
out several illegal immigration vessels at Porto Venere, was 
recently told, without explanation, that his application for a 
United Kingdom visa would have to be referred to London. It is 
well know that such a step is unusual in the case of business 
visits, and LAURO at once realised that he had been "black-listed". 
He has now written to HM. Embassy admitting that certain operations 
carried out at his yards may have been “displeasing” to the Bnbassy 
and offering to see, that in future no such operations are undertaken. 
The withholding of tle visa may not have been a great hardship in 
itself, but it served as a convenient way of warning LAURO that he 
was in disfavour. What prompted his attempt to whitewash himself 
was undoubtedly the far wider implications which "black-listing" 


conjured in his mind. 
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be Another ship-owner, BONNINO of GENOA, has made a confidential 
approach to a British acquaintance with an offer to declare all he 
knows about illegal immigration shipping provided his name is taken 
off the "black-list". His statement will be of particular interest, 
since there is at present no trace on the available records of his 


connection with this traffic. | : 


J eGeSe Beith, ESQe 5 
Eastern Department, 
Foreigh Office, 
Whitehall, 
LONDON, SeWele 


26 


Te In these circumstances it seems to me rather a pity that 
more consideration was not given to a suggestion by HM. Consul= 
General at Genoa, which was forwarded to the Director of Passport 
Control by the Visa Officer (his letter AVO/GP/9 of 5.6.47). The 
idea was that visas for all British territory should be 
systematically refused to officers and seamen whose papers showed 
that they had served on vessels engaged in the illegal traffic. 
It was pointed out that if this were done, the organisers of the 
traffic would soon find difficulties in signing on crews, since 
seamen would be afraid of finding difficulties at British ports 
even after they had rejoined ships engaged in normal traffic. 


The Director of Passport Control's reply was to the effect 
that it was not a policy which could be formally laid dom I 
can imagine that there are administrative difficulties, but is it 
not a pity to reject this weapon? Surely in a matter which is of 
such importance at the present time a general rule could be made 
that any persons connected with illegal immigration shipping 
should be systematically hampered in every way open to us under 
the visa machinery? If it is decided that visas cannot be refused 
in certain cases (e.g. seamen working in "legal" ships after having 
previously worked in illegal ones) then surely a definite delay 
should occur before the visa is granted, sufficient to make the 
seaman realise that he has been "black-listed". This is necessary 
if the legend of the "black-list" is to be maintained. 


aIuasafay 


8. So much for the shipping side of the question. As regards 
the landward organisers, these are mostly Palestinians with a fewItalian 
Jews among theme The Palestinians require visas for the United 
Kingdom and, when they wish to travel to Palestine by the normal 
route, transit visas for Egypt. The Italians of course require 
visas for the United Kingdom, Palestine and Egypt. The issue of 
all these visas is controlled by the Visa Department and it is 

the local rule to refer the applications of persons known to be 
involved in illegal immigration. This system is working well. 

(Our control of Egyptian transit visas for Palestinians will 
presumably cease shortly with the assumption by the Egyptian 
Government of their diplomatic functions in this country, but it 
can be expected that their representative will not be over-generous 
in the issue of visas to Palestine nationals. 
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96 Another field of obstructive tactics is the small stream 

of Palestinian nationals who are travelling from Palestine through 
Italy to Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Germany. Some of 
these travellers are no doubt innocuous enough, merely wishing to 
visit families from which they have been separated by the war; but 
others are undoubtedly organisers of illegal immigration. As 
protected British subjects, they must apply for entry or transit 
permits for Austria either to the military authorities in Palestine 
or to this Embassy. It has already thus been possible to hold up 
suspected persons on several occasions and in extreme cases prevent 
their entry to Austria. 


10. There is also the category of persons who wish to travel 
to Italy from the Levant. These include organisers, the crews of 
impounded illegal inmigration vessels, doctors, navigators, etc. 
besides members of terrorist organisations. Many of the persons 


mentioned/ 


yee 


er ns a 


mentioned in this and the preceding paragraphs are aware that 
their names are known in Palestine and travel to Syria or 
Lebanon in order to apply for their Italian visas. The Visa 
Officer mentioned this traffic recently to Dr. Migliore, the 
Head of Public Safety and General Affairs Division at the 
Ministry of the Interior, who offered to see that Italian 
Gonsuls in the Levant were instructed to keep in touch with 
their British colleagues and to refuse visas to any persons 
known to the British as involved in illegal immigration or 
Jewish terrorism. This is an offer which I suggest is very 
well worth following upe The Visa Officer has asked his 
colleague in in Jerusalem to see if action can be taken to 
keep HeMe Consuls in Beirut and Damascus fully informed of 
the names of suspect persons. (His telegram No: 126 repeated 
to London and Mideast, dated 23rd June refers). Could you: 
not lend Foreign Office support in an official circular? 


ll. I hear that several Italian Jews known to be heavily 
involved in illegal immigration have recently applied for 
Ntraveller's" visas for Palestine, and in two cases at least = 
Leone CARPI and Ettore BASSAN - the Palestine Goverment has 
authorised the grant..of. the. visage The activities of these men 


aspen t Tey vee we! 


Seen ers 


mist be well known to the Palestine Defence Security Officer 

and there may well be special grounds for allowing them to 

travel to Palestine; but I agree with the policy of the Visa 
Officer which is to refer such cases back to Palestine in spite 
of the official authorisation. It serves two purposes =~ to ensure 
that the Commissioner of Migration is aware of the adverse 

record of the men in question, and to bring home to these men, 
even if they subsequently obtain their visas, the fact that 

they are "black-listed". 


apr ae nen NE 


12. To sum up, we have a formidable weapon which is already 
being used to hinder the free travel of suspected persons and 
to warn them that their activities are mown. If, as seems 
possible, the diplomatic and naval action we are taking against 
illegal shipping is beginning to turn the scale against the 
organisers of the traffic, we may find that the “black~list" 
legend - without any need on our side to declare publicly that 
such a list exists ~ will have an increasing and cumulative 
effect. So may we hope that you will back us at your end in 
getting authority for a tough use of the visa weapon? 


Bs etie Saee 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 3. W. 1. 


23rd September, 1947. 


(= 7166/48/G 
CONFIDENTIAL 


fear blod, 


I am sorry that I have not been Sable to reply before 
to your letter No. AVO/GP/9 of the 2th July, in which 
you suggested various ways in which the denial of visas 
might be‘eaployed in order to embarrass the organizers of 
Jewish illegal imnigration to Palestine. 


Ze Your Suggestions have been discussed With the conpetent 
departments here and the following course of action has 

been decided one A “biack list" is being compiled consisting 
of suspect individuals in the following categories: 


Sea 


(a) ship-owners 


(b) organizers 


neta Sp Aa mma Tie tet RE 


(c) masters or key members of Ships' crews, 


neta 


+ ee mew’, 


This list will be incorporated in the Heme Office suspect 
list, which is already circulated to all passport control 
officers and Consuls authorized to issue visas. This will 
ensure that any application for a British visa by an 
individual on the suspect list will either be refused or 
else referred home for decision. Passport Control officers 
will also be instructed to refer home in any doubtful case 
which might be connected with Jewish illegal immigration, 
The "Black list" will have the further advantage of providing 
a check on suspect persons whose nationality exempts then 
from the need to obtain a British visa, as the Home Office 
suspect list is also held by all immigration officers at 


United Kingdom ports, 


é 


3. ##We have been unable to trace your Visa Officer's telegram 
No. 126 referred to in paragraph 10 of your letter. Will you 
gend us a copy if it is important for us to have it? 
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4. We have taken up with the Colonial Office the case mentioned 
in paragraph 11 of your letter, where the Governient of 
Palestine authorized the grant of visas to two strongly Suspect 


Italian Jews. | 


5 We have already asked the fmbassy at Athens to cooperate 
with the Greek Government in preparing a "Black List" for 

use by the latter, since the Greeks have agreed to deny 
travel facilities to people on Such a list. You might, if 
you have not done so already, consider whether you could take 
Similar action with the Italian authorities, 


Upwre Lin 


ohn 


J. G. 3. Beith) 


Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
London 9 SeWe Le 


October 9, 1947. 


4. 
Thank you for your letter E.7166/48/G 
of September 15 about two Italian Jews who 
were granted visas for Palestine. 
We have asked the Palestine Government 
for a report on these two persons and wilt let 
you Know as soon as it is received. 


I am sorry for the delay: : in answering 


your letter. 


(E.N. Fitzgerald) 
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J.G.S. BEITH, BSy. 


